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$7 the kindeſt men that eaer wis'd, 
whoſe titles from the Cuckoe are deriu'd, 
And thereof Cuckolds named 
. Toall the Francklins of the horxe, 
whom ſcof fing Peaſants v/cto ſcorne, 
And greatly hue defamed : 
And vnto all our friends it Cuckold-ſhire, 
Health, happy fortune, a) d their hearts de ſire, 


Palquil, a terrour erft to forreine States, 
To m:ightte Fries andgreat Potentates, 

| 1n enery other nation, 
Perceiurng heere the Herne def ared, 
And hoxeſt Cuckolds ſore aiſyraced, 

with termes of aetcſ{ation, 

Lately in England & arriu from thence, 
Inih:lenge of a Cuckvids cxc-l'ence. 


If *ny Cuckold-maker hz deride, 
(For none but Cuckold-makers haue enurd, 
A Cuckolds commendation) 
Or fleering knanes which 03 it looke, 
Condempc it for an idle Rooke, 
As ſtill it w their faſhion; 
Paſquil protefts, although they ſcoffr and flow, 


Heycaf ter he with them will haut a bout. 
A 2. And 


Proxmium. 


And little doth he carr, though they forſake &, 
For mot for them did Paſquil undertake it; 
To winne their affettation : 

For honeft Cuckolds was it pens a, 
To them this Worke doth he commend, 

And cranes their acceptation, 
Then grudge not (gentle Sirs, without offence) 
Kindly to reade a Cuckolds «ft arfence. 


And yet in reading heere 1 humbly crane, 
No fooliſh applicaticn you would haue, 
Nor cenſure thing s at rawdon, 


Nor private meanings would ſurmiſe, 


whereby ſond quarrels might ariſe, | 
True friendſhip to abemdow. 


Nothing but mirth did Paſquil here pretend, 
Indge not befors youreaae : and there an end. 


Paſquil Anglicanus 


luucreſque Senc{que 
Er pueri naſinn Rhinoccrotishabent. 
Sed abfit a jocorum noſtrorum ſtmplicitate 
Ma:ignus interpres, 


OR, 
Paſquils N ight-cap. 


Y, what a vaine conceited world is this? 
Whoſe iudgemenr, error blindly leades aſtray, 
Accounting that as right which is amille, 
Laughing at follie, as a {port or play. 
Great ſins are termed but a great mans pleaſure, 
When leſſer faults are plagued out of meaſure: 
New ticles ſalue 0! forcs; a!id cuery finne 
Seme honeſt name is alwayes [hrowded in. 
A Broker now 15 thought an honeſt trade, 
Though ſome by lelling of ftolne goods doe liue, 
Theeuing is now an occupation made, 
Thoug}, menthe name of Tailor dos i: giue. 
Bribes arc accounted but 2 trien iy fee, 
Diflembling taken for pure honctite: 
Pride is reputed liandtome in apparrell, 
And he mott valiant that ſceines molt ro quarrel). 
The goutie Machinulian murderer, 
Whoſe codpeece is neeretwenty winters old, 
Now ſcornes thetitle ef an Vlucer, 
And muRt be faſhion'd inan other mold : 
The grey beard muſt a Mony-man be cleped, 
Becauſe great ſtore of mony he hath reaped : 
Or Mony-matfter he to name mult haue; 
Theugh he vnco his mony be a ſlaue. 5 
A3 - 


2 Paſquils Night-cap. 
A roſ-pot,ſpend-thrift,and 2 ſwa geri lace, 
V Vhich haue no pleaſure but to 1h 
And take in liquor, till their bellies cracke, - b 
Looking as red as Skarlet in the face, 

Mult be good fellowes : and the fooliſh Boore | 


That ſpends his moncy to maintaine a whore, 
Is cermed a youthfull and 2 gallant lad: 
Though men of iudgement think the gallant mad. 
. The Prodigall that waſtes his fathers penee 
Incarding, dicing,riot and exceſle, 
Mudft haue a title of another ſence; 
A liberall man, and voyd of niggardneſle: - 
Gulim cus. And he, whoſe ſhape doth like a Ghoſt appeare 
cnit vt ar. For want of victuals,food and belly-cheare, 
Ca'M im- T he Rarued miſer, fearefull,pale and wan, 
Pleat. Is the good husband, and the thriving may. 
Luft is eſteemed as a youthfull ſport, 
Laſcivious geſture,as the Courtly faſhion : W 
And wanton minions, with the wanton ſort | 
Thruſt modeſt mattons forth of reputation. 
Sinne is no [hame : O bluſh my Muſe to teli! 
More ſhame befalls the good for luing well; 
Wiues play the wantons, husbics weare the hore, 
And patience{though a vertue) weares the ſcorne. | 
A ſimple gull, clad mafilkencaſe, ; 
Brought out of Satans wardrobe for his backe, | 
V Vhich learnes new faſhions, and forgets old grace, 
Turning his pinnes, rill all his ſtrings do cracke ! 
V Vhich for 2 Spaniſh blocke his lands doth ſell, 
Or for to buy a ſtanding Pickadell, {fpurres, 
V Vhich Aruttes, and ftampes to moue his golden | 
T bat with their gingling he may feare, the mm | 
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Paſquils Night-cap. 
Ifhis ſweet worſhip with his horſe-raile locke, 
(As he doth ——_ neatly cthrongh the ſtreet ) 
Scrape fauour with ſome female-wedded ſmocke, 
V Vhich by her carriage 1cemes for paſtime meet; 
Strait he is bold tobourd her to the play, 
And either ſhc mult yeild or fay him nay, 
And howſoe\ier matters after frame, 
Her husban.'s forchead (ti!l beares all the ſhame, 
Fo, whether g offips when they fir and talke, 
(As wcermeaenuie one anathers blifſe) 
Seeing the g2)lant ſometimes thither walke, 
May by conieture ſhrewdly ſpeake of this, 
Or whether ſhe herſclfe may ſpread the ſailes, 
(A: womens tongues be hike to yong lambs tailes) 
And tell her pleaſure to an other friend : 
And thus the world hauc knowledge in the end. 
Or whether braue ſuaventa« play the blab, 
V Vhich vaunts himſclfe a gentleman at leaſt; 
And when he waxcth weary of his drab, 
Meeting hjs mates at Taverne,or at feaft, 
Reueale the fault : or howſoeuer it be, 
That Time brings forth the fruits of lecherie, 
T cannot iudge ; yet thus much I can ſay, 
The Cuckold canies al] the ſhame away. 
As for the woman; ſhe's a wanton Laſſe, 
A kind wench; or of the dealing Trade, 
The Cuckold-maker (though as fond an afſe 
As everinthis world, dame Nature made) 
Is term'd a ru geneleman, and braue, 
Though he by right ſhould other title haue: 
Bur for her busband, he which weares th: -rne, 
He is plaine Cuckold,and muſt beare the ſcore. 
A 4 Some- 


Sometimes this prodigall the Chapman playexs, * i. 
And to the Miltreſle | ba ill allid ; 5 he * # 


Deviled, leſt their knauery ſhould be ſpide, 
Elie with her husband company doth keepe, 
Tograft the hotnes ypon his head more deepe: 
And thouſand other ſhifcs do they deuiſe, 
To horne the Cuckolds head and hood his eyes. 
And yet not oneiy doe they blind his fight, 
Which not ſo much as dreames of auy wile, 
But oft it happens by a cunning flight, 
One crafty knaue another doth beguile : 
And when the Hunter thinkes to ſtrike the Bucke, 
His hopes arc croft by ſome diſaſter lucke, 
© For true it is, when Fortune comes by chance, 
« There Fortune helpes the boldeſt to aduance. 
Bur certs its a ſtrange and yncouth thing, 
To ſce a piltring and a picke-purſe knave ; 
Which well delerues to ſtretch an hempeu ſtring, 
And climbethe gallowes for to ſeeke his graue: 
Diue to the bottome of a true mans purſe, 
Take out his coine, and not accounted worſe 
And he, to whom the loſle did erlt befall, 
Paſſe with a ſcoffe, to mend the match withall, 
Theſc are the humours of theſe preſene daies, 
Where luſt is taken for a lawfull thing, 
The Do/phin onthe watcr skippes and plaies, 
When as Arioz ſounds the filuer ftring : 
A homely bir in ſecret ſome diſgelt 
/ Bercer then daintics, when their feaſt; 
”-a ſur- Stolne bread is ſweet: In April and the Spring, 
{t=«6 444.4 Needs mult you giuethe Cuckoe kaue na > 
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When as, God knowes, theſe are but ſubtile v #hes, 
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Peſquils Night ep, 
And (ſooth to ſay) needes muſt that pleaſant foule 
Straine fpcth the plaine-ſong of her pretty note, 
When crooked age,halfe parting with his ſoule, 
Will on #wanton Minion ſceme to dote. 
And he which hath one foot within the graue, 
Will needes beftride a gennet yong and 
Well may the Cuckoe fing at ſuch a wedding, 
When age and youth together goa bedding, 
Nath'lefſe I will not iuftifie this part, 
And bolſter vp vainefelly with my quill, 
A trolicke forehead hath a wanton heart, 
This wicked world is prone hroill: 
But in my iudgement, if it lo _ 
An old mad foole, that weds a a Il Laffe, 
Deſerves a coxecombe, and tobe withall, 
The chiefe Commander in Sow-guelders Hall. 
Well ertt Lycargow in his prouidence, 
Wiſely forbade all aged men to marry; 
For (certs) he knew their inſufficience, 


Muſt by all rcaſen maketheir wiues miſcarry ; 


When oncethe flocke is dead, decai*d and rotten, 


Small js the fruit which from that tree is gotten 
- Yong plants affoord increate in ſeemely order, 
Shrubbes ſeruc for nothi 
Would itnot make a Cymicke laugh the while, 
And eApgeleſins for to fing and whiſtle, 
Whichne*e in all bis life was ſcene to ſmile, 
ut when an old Mare once did eate a thiftle) 
If they ſhould ſee a withered rouen ſcold, 
A toothleſſe beidame, fickely,lame and old: 
When ſhe can neither gonorftand vprighe, 
Addreffe herſelfe in arnout to the fight. 


but to fill the border. © 
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6 . Paſquils Night-cap. 
And is it noe 88 fooliſh,and as mad, 
To {ce old Maxy fas, that gouty Sire, 

Pranke vp himſelſelike to a yourhfull lad, 

And looke as hanſome as a Pippin Squire? 

And when he ſcorce hath breath to keepe in life, 
Defire to couple with 8 youthfull wife? 

The foole deſerues to weare a moatley ceate, 
When he ſhould thinke on death, begins todoce. 

For little knowes the Woodcocke , what pertaines, 

Vnto the pleaſures of the marriage bed, 

When that ancrpty paunch for food complaines, 

Nature requires (I wis) it ſhould be fed, 

+ A colt, when grafle begins to faile, 

| Leaps forth his bounds, ſprings ouer hedge & pale, 
And never refts in quiet, till he know 
Or finde a field, where better grafſe doth grow. 

No maruecl| then, if that a luſty Laſſe, 

That lookes as freſh as doth a flower in Maie, 

When ſhe is mated with a fooliſh Aﬀe, 

VVhich ftormes !.ke winter on his wedding Day, 
Sometimes ſeckes change of paſture and Prouant, 
Becauſe her commons be at home fo ſcam, 

For ina dri'd red herring, and peore /obns, 
Remaines more yertue then in old mens bones. 

VVhat comfort can a newly married wifc 

Haue inthe company of ſuch a drone, 

VVhich(likea Eichee)dorh conſume his life, 


And lies in bed as coldas any ftone, - 
Mouinrg no mare, then doth a dead mans coarſe, 
ing and ſpitting, like a rotten horſe, 
Pain'd with the Palfie, rexed with the Gout? 
Better a woman were to live without. 


VVould 
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Would it not grieue a dog to ſinell the meate, 
And haue it hanging ſtill before his noſe, 
Yet cannot geta morſell for to eate, 


| Though hunger force bim barke,and tell his woes? 


Leſſe were his torment neuer toeſpy it, 
Then to behold the meate, avd not tocomenie it 
Farre better were it ſtill a maidto tarry, (marry, 
Then want ſich things, for which a maid doth 
And fitter were it knocke heron the head, 
And rid her forth the ſorrowes of this life, 
Then by alingring paine to live as dead, 
Void of the ſports belong vnto a wife : 
Andlike to Tantal, (till thirſt for drinke, 
VVhenas her lips do wel-neere touch the brinke. 
| This isthe cavſe prouokes an honeſt maid 
| Becomea Miſtrefle in the dealing Trade, 
For when ſhe wants that which herneighbars have, 
W hich are not halfe ſo beauntull as ſhe, 
So propper,fine, weifauoured and braue, 


{ Neither fo fit for ſport and idllity ; 


Yet bleſſed by their fortune and good hap. 


{ Sir playing wich their children in their lap, (ter. 


;  VVelmay ſhe with much paticnce brook the mar. 
| But(ſurg her teeth perforce muſt runne of water. 
| Andifſhefall in longing for the Thing, 

{ Whichis theinfirument of carthly pleaſure, 


And binds more firmely then the wedding 
Begecting little children out of meaſure ; _ 
er health and life ypon her longing ſtands. 
And what good canfthe looke for at bis bands, 
Whole feeble joymes are ſiffe for want of marrow 
1 ſp 


$6cr ates. 


Facilediy;. Which would not looſe the pleaſures of her prime, 
nebam pot! 
lalium ts. 
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« Paſquils Night-cap. 
Scarce is an old man fit to beare a launce, 
Or play the ſouldier in a warlike field; 
For might he wants his weapons toaduance, 
And to refift his foe with ſpeare and ſhield, P 
Butlefſe of force he is a maid to wed, 
And play the ſouldicr in the marriage bed: 
For he that lackes ſtrengrh to endure the fight, 
Is no fit man to skirmiſh inthe night. 
Wedding (ſome (ay) it is a kind of warre, 
Whoſe held between a paire of ſheets is pight, 
h etherwiſe ſometimes befall a iarre, 
Wheo huſwiues fingers chaace to be too hight) 
Then he which ſach a matter goes abour 
Mutt necedes be ſirong,couragious, and Rout, 
For ſharper conflicts marriage doth betide, 
Than ever fouldier in the warres hath tride. 
The moft vitorious man that cuer liu'd, 


(Strong Heremles that famous warriour, 


Which twelue admired Labours once atchiu'd, [ 
And never fought but prou'd a conquerour) 
Though he with ſtrength was overcome ofno mi, | 
Ws not of force to wretile with a woman, 
But tooke the foile, and gaue her leaue to win, 
And for his penance was enioyn'd to ſpio, ; 
Yea he, which by the Oracle was ſaid | 
To be the wiſeſt perſonin his time, 
After that he was married to 8 maid, 


For all his knowledge was efteem'd a ſor, 

And beaſtly crowned with a chamber-por, 
Strength is bue weak,and wiſdome ſeems a foole, 
When Cap«d leades them into Yeaxs ſchoole. 
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Paſq quils Night<ap, 
If then the greateſt courage be too ſlender, 
And learned heads as ſottiſh as a blocke, 
When once they combat with the female gender, 
And enter diſpuratioo with the ſinocke : 
How cananaged,filly fooliſh Ale, 
Thinke to encounter with a youthfull Lafſe, 
Neither of might the batrell to endure, 
Nor well zpprooved of his furniture? 
Yer if (forſooth) there be no remedy, 
But that the doting Gray-beard muſt be wed; 
Let ancicnc Nefor, for to pleaſe his eye, 
Make choice of old Neweſefor his bed. 
For.ſtill by nature they do beſt sgree, 
W hich are alike in age and qualitie: 
And ſnoner will the North-pole meet the South, 
| Thenfrozen Age beplealant ynto Youth. 
One asked of Drogener in ieft, 
| What time of life a man were beſt ro marry ? | [nSc2/009- 
| Well he replide : For youth / thinks it beff, due Send 
| Becauſe tt is tos ſoone, that be may tarry, A cy 
| eAndfor anold man, ſince it us tos late, 
| Let bem content bumſelfe with ſingle ſbate, 
| A little wind blowes blofſomes trom the tree; 
! Androtten apples eate vopleaſantly. 
; Scarce I ſuppoſe, that any yong Maid would 
Conſume her Summer by cold Winers fire; 
Though by conſtraint, or for the Miſers gold, 
Groinns aducntured on 2n aged Sire; 
Bur cither (he before hath had a fall, , 
And weds old Cruft that he may fetherall i 
Or elſe tq have more ſcope and liberty, 
Vader a colour for adulcery. — 


ro Paſquilt Night<ap. 
But whatſoever the pretence do proue, 
That yeng and old doe ioyntly come together, 
Well may the woinan make a ſhew of love, 
And ſmooth her brow in token of faire weather : 
And at the firft ſeeme louing on her part, 
Yer ſure I am ſhe loues him notin hearr. 
For if that fortune blefſe her with good hep,fcap, 
Doubtleſfe bis head ſhall were a horne=wroughe 
And certs) a Cuckold is a dignity, by 
Too good by much for ſuch a doting Swaine, 
And to the worſhip of that Company, | 
Tr is a great diſcredit and a ftaine, 
To have that gouty Pealant reare his Creft, 
And thinke himſelte a Cuckold with the beſt : 
In my conceit,his wife is much too blame, 
To grace him with the credit of that name. 
ObicKien. But here (me thinkes) I heare an apiſh knave, | 
Demanding in his proud and ſcoffing faſhion: 
Are forked heads of tate become fo braue, 
And hornes aſprred to ſuch repuration, 
That this word (Cuckold) which was erft a name ; 
Alwayes attended with reproach and ſhame, | 
Should on a ſodden in our times ep forth, 
And proue 2 name of credit and great worth? 
What gfory ean he challenge, or renowne, 
Whoſe wife is truly noted for a whore ? 
Keeping anothers children as his owne, 
And beares the badge of infamy before : 
What credit to a Cuckold can befall, 
Whoſe wife,as common as Weſtmomrſter Hall, 
Beftowes en others whar is his by right, - .' 
Andofthe Forked Order dubs him eh 
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gn Cynicky, left thou prove 8 dole. Confurnct, 
A ſnarling curre will barke at every ſeaſon. he. 
The grofler foole, the ſooner ſhoots his bole, 


ap. 
phe 


Be ; 


v 


EAace | 


| 


If thou be linked in the Gordies knot, 

And bound jn fetters of the marriage ftate: | 

; | Grieve not the hornes ſhould fall ymco thy lot, 
» | Or that the Cuckoe ſings before thy gate : 


6 


Although his words be yoyd of wit and reaſon. 


Little thou know'fi(poore foole) thy great amiſle, 


In ſcandalizing ſuch s name as this ; 


Which in thy raſhoefſe thus doſt iniury, 
Thy (elte, thy friepds, and famous Cuckoldry. 


Bur whatſoe'r thou art, that ſeem'fſt co ſcorne, 
Carping the wel-fare of anothers ſtate, 
And thus deridR the credit of the horne : 
(Too great a glory for a ſcoffing mate) 
Seeke not too much a Cuckold to defame, 
For feare thy ſelfe be ſubicR to that name, 


True is the ſaying, though ir ſeeme a eſt, 
The Bird « filthy that difiles her neſt. 


| And how canft thourepute thy ſelfe asfree, 
And quite exempted from the Cuckoes ſong, 
Since thouſands (farre ſuperiour vatothee ) 
Grudge not her Ditry ſhould to them beloog? 


For atly a man of woman borne, 
Is ſubieR by defiiny to weare the horne: 
And though as yet no hornes attend ypon thee, 


Fortune hereatcer may beſtow them: on thee. do 


- potentia. 


For if thou marry, ſtill make ſure of this; 

Tobeare with pacience, wha thy fortune is, 

Neither repine a Cuckold for to be, 
blefle 07 fare, and thanke thy defting; 


And 
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Bnecf And acucriouethy wife 2 whit the worſe, And 
For which (1 = wis) __ art beholding to her : The 
_ Nor ſeeme for this to frown, brawle,ſweare, 8 _ it is 
—_ _ Becauſe ſhe hath a lictle beene a deer; Anc 
> But rather praiſc her for her kinde devgxion / 
| Since ſhee hath lift nr} +. x 
Be not diſmai'd, though 7 
Thou art exalted to brace , E 
And let baſe Reering ſcoundrels ralke their fly Nei 
And idle muddy braines out-brave theix i JAlth 
The world doth want no fooles, nor Ki: SAC 
Dolrs ſcoffc at learning, which ſca letter» FEuer 
And lame blind Bai& dever is as A 
As brauer horſes w hich for more Sn T 
None is more prefi co Dlot a Cuckolds name, Fe« 
. Then he which is both voyd of wit and ſhame. T 
Now if theſe ſpurre-blind Peaſants could but ſee Wha 


How much themſclues they blemiiſh ang diſgrace r 


Cave ne 
_—_ =any And how thcy ſhanie their friends and progevy, 


Their kindred, their acqu1intance,and theic race, 
They would nor ſpeake {* raſhly as they vie, 
Nor ſceme ſo much kinde Cuckolds te abuſe : 
Thegreater is their tolly to depraue, 
Thar tile which perchance themſclyes may have. 
Better it were for old men ſay the beſt, _ 
Or elſe ſay aothing,and to hald their ronguey 
Then ata Cuckold either ſcoffe or icſ,. 
Which might as well tq. them before belong; EZ a6 
And let. the married wighour feare and (hame, | 
Secketo yphold and patronize thasnewe, -. , 
Cleaxcer be is not mhickthe lane denies; - 
For (cext's) blind mende ſwellow many lies, ; 


a 


pale; 


fo 
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Paſquils Night-cap. 
And as for yong men, which d& chiefely ſcorne 
The ancient badge of famous Cuckoldry : 
it is their duty toapplaud the hone, 
And to defend ix by their chitualric, - 
And at all cimes a Cuckolds par: to take, 
Both fag cheir credits aod their kindreds ſake, 


+ Fer certaine I have heardof ſuch a lurch 
The very howre before they went to Church. 


What perſon is he of {o ſpeciall gift, 
hat can affirme he doth a Virgin marry ? 
any a wench hath had a ſecret lift 
hich of a Virgin till the name doth carry, 
In euery corner maidexs there are great ſtore; 
Yet divers of them have beene tried before : 
A Iade in Smith-field ſooner may you find, 
Then buy a courſer, ſound of limbe and wind. 
iſe is that child (the common Prouerbe ſaith 
hough ſcarceT doe belecue it as my Creed) 
hich ſo much knowledge of his father hath, 
He can auouch, that this is he indeed. 
For the mother doe proteft and ſweare 
| Her busband did beget whatſhe doth beare, 
Yet now adayes men ate ſo much beguild, 
They oft proue factiers — child. 
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This hath the yſuall praiſe of this time 

Made meſt «pparamt, and as cleare as day, 

Fer when youg Gentlemen be in their prime, 

And giue themſelues to wantonnes and p!ay : 
If that they chance a countrey maid to pricke, 
And with a Timpany the wench grow ficke, 
Then ftraight his ſcruing-man, onhackaney foole, 
Muſt be 2 couer to his maiſters ſtole, 

Ard not alone are ſeruing-men ſo mad, 

Tofather what another hath begor, 

But better perſons now and then are glad 

Tortaſt what others put into the pot, © 
For ſcarce a wife of any gallant carris 
Doth now performe what ſhe hath yow'd in mar- 


And ſo much vertue hath attraRing gold, (riage, | 


Many cannot be honeſt, though they would. 
If forme ſeeme chaſt ic doth of this proceed, 
They haue the wit to doc, and not be ſpied, 
And know by deepe diflembling and good heede, 
With ſober lookes their wanton lufltes to hide. 
Some woemen muſt be woo'd they are ſo chat, 
And ſome there are which tempt poore me as (aft 
T hat to conclude,as Arrofto taught, 
TO... of them be lewd,vnchaſt,and naught. 
Oblerue Pharos, the King of e/£gypt,being blind 
this ye wa- For ten yeares ſpace,inade triali of this matter, 
ter-caſters When by the Oracle he was afſign'd 
_ we To waſh his eyes in ſuch a womans water, 
_—_— i W hich kept her faith inuiolate and right, 
_ O— And never had to dee with any wight 
your wn Butoncly with her husband : Then ſhould hee, 
bludnes. =Againerecouer ſight, and clearely ſec 
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Many a womans water Pha Wide; 
And many a chamber-pot to him was brought, 
Yer ſti] his {1z7ht was vnto him denide, 
Becauſe the temale vrine helped nought : 
Nor could his wife releaſe the wofull King 
By the diſtilling vertue of her ſprivg: 
Long lay king Phar's in great gricfe and paine, 
Deſpairing ever to hauc fight againe. 
And, bur that one ar laft of honctt life, 
Which after many thouſands thither came, 
And was approu'd a trae and faithfull wife, 
'. A modcf} matron, and a vertuous daine, 
Reſtor'd his (1ght by vircue of the fountain, (taine; 
Which bubbled purely trom her bearing moun« 
He yet had liv'd in datkenefſe,and becne blind, 
For ſuch Phyſictions fil] arc hard to find, 
Here may the Reader three things chiefly gather, 
What ſtore of horns were extant by this matter; 
How hardly then a childe could know his father, 
And what the vertue was of womens water, 
The ficſt many might challenge as their right; 
The laſt had power to giue the blind their ſight; 
And how could children know their fathers well, 
Whenas their mothers truly could not tell? 
Much coul. I wiſh, that Phear's wereto tric 
The ver: ue of this medicine once againe, 
That we might ſce wharfaith and loyaltie 
In married wiues doth at this day remaines 
Sure mary of ther which haue done amiſle, 
Would fay they had the ſtone, & could not piſle : 
And many which we iudge could not be blamed, 


Then to make wates would be much aſhamed. 
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This hath the yſuall praiſe of this time 

Made meſt «pparant, and as cleare as day, 

Fer when youp Gentlemen be in their prime, 

And giue themſelues ro wamtonnes and p'ay : 
If chat they chance a countrey maid to pricke, 
And with a Timpany the wench grow ficke, 
Then ftraight his ſcruing-man, onhackney foole, 
Muſt be a couer to his maiſters ftoele, 

Ard not alone are ſeruing-men ſo mad, 

Tofather what another hath 

But better perſons now and then are glad 

Tortaſt what others pur into the pot, ' 
For ſcarce a wife of any gallant carrizge 
Doth now performe what ſhe hath yow'd in mar- 
And ſo much vertue hath attraRting gold, (riage, 
Many cannot be honeft, though they would. 

If fone ſeeme chaſt it doth of this proceed, 

They haue the wit to doe, and not be ſpied, 

And know by deepe difſembling and good heede, 

With ſober lookes their wanton luftes to hide. 
Some woemen muſt be woo'd they are ſo chaſt, 
And ſome there are which tempt poore me as (aft 
That to conclude,as Ariofto taught, 
Many of chem be lewd,vnchaſt,and naught. 


Obicrue 7bar'o, the King of /Egype,being blind 
this ye wa- For ten yeares ſpace,inade triali of this matter, 
ter-caſters When by the Oracle he was afſign'd 


& reſcerue 


the warcr - 


of chaſtity 


rm cLre 


your COW! 
bluenes, 


To waſh his eyes in ſuch a womans water, 
Which kept her faith inviolate and right, 
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Bur onely with her husband : Then ſhould hee, 
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Many 2 womans water Pha! Weide; 

And many a chamber-pot to him was brought, 

Yer (ti]l his (3zht was vnto him denide, 

Becauſe the female vrine helped nought : 
Nor could his wife releaſe the wofull King 
By the diſtilling vertue of her ſprivg: 
Long lay king Phar's in great gricfe and paine, 
Deſpairing ever to hauc fight againe. 

And, bur thar one ar laft of honctt life, 

Which after many thouſands thither came, 

And was approu'd a trac and faithfull wife, 

A modcft} matron, and a vertuous daine, 
Reſtor'd his fight by virzue of the fountain, (taine; 
Which bubbled purely trom her bearing moun« 
He yet had liu'd in datkenefſe,and beene blind, 
For ſuch Phyfitions fti!] are hard to find, 

Here may the Reader three things chiefly gather, 

What ſtore of horns were extant by this watter; 

How hardly then a childe could know his father, 

And what the vertue was of womens water, 
The ficft many might challenge as their right; 
The laft had power to giue the blind their fight; 
And how could children know their fathers well, 
Whenas their mothers truly could nottell? 

Much caul.l I wiſh, that Pher's wereto trie 

The ver: ue of this medicine once againe, 

That we might ſce whatfaith and loyaltie 

In married wiues doth at this day remaines 
Sure mary of then which haue done amiſle, 
Would fay they had the ſtone, & could not piſle : 
And many which we iudge could not be blamed, 


Then to make water would be much aſhamed. 
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Then fhould you woemen , Which make 


Of pure behaviour, and great heneſty, (Gow 
Whuch will not touch a man, for ought we know, 
Nor once be ſcene in prophaze company : 
W hich walke in little ruffes, and fetheir face 
So fimperingy, as if they Rill aid grace: 
Then ſhould you find them by their vrinall 
To be found meerely hypocriticall. 
Then fhould you ſee, how dainty and preciſe 
Mny fine minions would be at this matter 
Afh-ming that it could not helpe his eyes, 
To haue them waſhed in a womans water ; 
Bur that it was the ſuperſtitious tricke 
Of ſome prophane,vngodly Catholique, 
Becauſe within the Primitive of yore, 
They neuer read of ſuch a thing before, 
Then ſhould you ſec ſome men,w hich doe deride 
And ſcoffe at others wearing of the horne, 
When their owne wiues did come for to betride, 
How they ſhould be requited with like ſcorne, 
Then many woemen, which ſeeme coy and nice, 
Would be difſemblers found by this device : 
So that if Phar onow releaſt would bee, 
It would be tong,cre be ſhould clearely (ce. 
Nath'les I will not be too cynicall, 
Tocondemne euery woman for this fault, 
Nor for a certaine number blemikh all : 
Each beggar is not lame,though many hault. 
Nor euery woman of ſo ſmall compunRion 
To violate her faith and holy funftion 
For many woemen (doubtleſle) may be found 
Which keep their plighted promiſe whole & ſolid 
And 
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And God forbid,that we ſhevld all condemne, 
Though all doe taſt the tree of good and ill : 
For in fo great a number,ſome of them 
Mufl needes be honeſt (though againſt their will ) 
Some are for feare as modelt as they may , (play: 
And worldly ſhame which holds them from their 
And ſeme reſerue thcir loyalty vntainted, 
Becauſe with Gallants they are not acquainted. 
And ſome for want of more conuenient place, 
And time, which for ſuch pleaſures are elefted, 
Preſerue them(clues from blemiſh and diſgrace; 
Chiefely becauſe they would not be ſuſpected : 
And ſomefor other idle vnkowne cauſe, 
Obſerue a while their yowes and marriage lawes: 
But very few of them, which to the laft 
For loue of honeſty continues chalt, 


, Sometimes the golden prey doth make the theife, 


And woemen yecld tor further maintenance : 
Sometimes ſhort commons makes them ſceke reliefe: 
And ſtubborne vſage and fierne countenance , 
Perforce confiraines a woman now 2nd than 
To ſceke for comfort of a kinder man; (marrie(, 
And ſometime wane of heartcs , when hands are 
Is one great caoſe,that many hauc miſcarried, 
For 'tis not now aserſt in elder daycs, 
When marriage was contracted by affcRion, 
For kindred now ſo much the matter ſwayes, 
The parties haue ſmall choycein loues eleCtion; 
But many times,cre one behold the other 
An vnaduiſed match the friends doc {mother : 
And howſocuer they two can agrre, 


Their friends haue woo'd,& they muſt maricd be. 
B 3 When 
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| | Whenthey are wed, behold the ill ſucceſſe, 
They live like Dogs and Cats, in braules and trife. 
Before they Jou'd not » now they fancy lefle, 
Shee hates her husband, he abborres his wife : 
The diuels dance to ſee the iuſt confaſion, ; 
Ofinforc'd marriage. And to make eenclufion, 
He growes a carelcſſe vnthrift, bare and poore, 

_— rurnes a — _-_ = "oj whaore. 

+ Thus either for this laſt r . 
= frth cuue which I late —_— { 
ay juſtly fer their knauery be ſuſpeQ, 

Ang by A lawes of m4 ==" 
Where though that none do give in evidence, 
Nor fit as 7 ro their owne conſcience: 
Certaine it is, the moſt would guilry ſtand, 

_ To be condemn'd xo Jie, or burnt i'th hand. 

For either luſt, revenge, or wan of lous, G 

An vokind husband, or defice of gaine, 

The tender hearts of women doth to moue, 

(As old and pew examples ſhew molt plaine) 

That few of them, if they haue fit occaſion, 
Are able ro withſtand a weake inuahon; 

For they are fraile, vnconſtant,apt to m__ 
Faire+fac'd falſg-hearted, and by nature (ira 

Chaſte wiucs are as the grapes, which we may ſee, 

To hang vpon the Vine. (the vintage paſt) 

Or as the apples whichare on a tree, 

When bluttering Aucumne hath her pride defac'd, 
For ſuch a dearth of haneſty is tride, | 
Since patient Grefil, and tre Conftarce dide, 
That ifa wife be honeſt; if once croſt, 
Jr 15 azznofi as ſtrange a8the great froſt, 
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Here could I core a rabble of thoſe wines, 4, 
That you would wonder but to heare them nam'd, 
Which whilome led ſuch lewd diſhoneft lives, 

That to remember them 1 am aſham'd: 


We haue too many living which are nought, 


Which more then to 2 million do amount: 

He that would know them, may in Mantnen 

See = great _— ay chen 1 = Count : 
exuy, ſcolding, ſwearing, lying, pride, 

Difſembling, and a thouſaud faults befide, 

Which I forbeare, becauſe beyond my tex”, 

I would be loth thoſe louing wormes to vex. 
For they are creatures, which God made,to nurſe 
And comfort mar; r'ncreaſe and mulciply: 

But firft, for comfort they procur'd his curſe, 
And brought a woe to mans polteritie : 

Yerfer th\\ncreaſe which was of them required, 

They often bring forth more then are d : 

Filling their 7. ny a with others core, 

As if to bargaine they were onely borne. 

For inſtance of this truth, I can proclaime 
Diuers examples which are worththe heaging : = 
To ſhew,that wiues, before they 1 looſe thew'game, 


But thac I feare I roo inyeh chem, 
And I know it will noe mend thern, 
One I's produce ; becauſe 1dac noclede,., 
Tealficme for truth, more then I well can prove. 
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Within the ſpacious bounds of fenile Kem, (ded) 

(The Countrey, which for Long-tailes is commen- 

Where the increaſe of Rabbers paies the rent, 

And fixe dayes labour is in one day [pended : 
Whether the Citizens (when daics are faire) 
Saile downe for pleaſures,and to take the aire : 
Teate plums and cheries : and about the Spring, 
To heare the Nightingale and Cuckoe ſing: 

There is a Towne; I liſt not tell the name, 

(Nor is the naming worth a Graweſ-end Toft) 

Men of all Countries trauels through the ſame, 

And (if they money want ) may kifle the peſt, 
Engliſh Iralias, Turks, Moors, Spaniards, Germans 
Danes, Scots, French, Iriſh, Muſconits,& Normans, 
And new Yergmeans,and of every fort, (ſhort. 
Some white,ſome blacke,ſome long-men, & ſome 


Some honeſt men,ſome fools, ſome knaues, ſome wile. 


Paſſethrough this Towne, of all degrees at large, 
Some theeues, ſome tailors, which dove i!l deviſe 
New fooliſh faſhions ro put men to charge, 
Somme Citizens,Some Cuckolds there ariues, (wiues: 
Seme queans,ſome maids,ſome bawds,&ſome good 
And through this towne they trauell to the ferry, 
To be conuai'd by Tilr-boate,or by wh.erry, 
Tt is the place as now I call to mind, 
Where Marriners and their eſpouſed Mates, 
Frollicke'at farewell,while they ſtay for wind, 
Which ſhould tranſport them over to the Straites, 
Iris the place whereas they kiſſe and part 
With weeping eyes, and with a heauy heart, 
Ferward he goes his yoyage to entend, 
Backe ſhe returnes to meete a ſecret fnend. 
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Within that towne, there whilom was an Inne, - 
V'Vhere manand horſe at livery might ſtand, 
There dwelt an Hoftefſe with a double chin, 
A buxome wench, as any in the land: 
She now was old and rough, yet in her youth 
She was 2 morſ-l! for a Parſons tooth; , 
Tender and faire,and plumpe;and with the reſt 
Courteons and kind to welcome every gueſt. 
And therewithall well could ſhe talke and char, 
And tell ef Faries,and doc other things 
Her friend to pleaſure. But what marter's that; 
Her husband knew not, where the ſhoo him wfings, 
' For though ſhe was a wanton, ſhe was wiſe, 
And knew what times were fitto fall and riſe; 
And in her head this Prouerb till did carry 
Although thou be not chaſte,yet be thow chary. 
And (ſure) I con her thankeand mickle praiſe 
(Confidering many of them'doe Rep awry) 
That ſhe coul(] line her ſhooes with vnder-laies 
So cunningly that few the fault did ſpie: 
For l1nce at Lodam they all loue to play, 
And will play falſe,yet her commend I may, 
That ſo can fhif: great Loaders from her hand, 
No lookers on,nor gamſters ynderſtand. 
VVhat with our eyes we ſee not in this caſe 
V Vegrieue net with our heart, (as people lay) 
Nor doth the Forreſter that keepes a chaſe 
(Vnlefſc he ſee men beare his game awa 
Or by the blood find where the Deare did fall) 
Snppole he wanteth any game at all : 
For how can warreners their coneys miſle, 


Vnlefle they come,iuft when the hunting is? . 
ut 
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But though that marriage makes moſt husbands 
Or elſe of one eye all of them depriues, inde, 
That what,their left hand doth they cannot find, 
Nor ſee the ſecret dealings of their wiues ; 
Yethad my lubtile Hoſt ſome ſmall ſuſpi tion 
My Holteſſe was too pliant ef condition ; 
But they that Innes aud Ordinaries keepe 
Muſt often ſee aud winke,and wake and {leepe. 
For trauellers, whenthey are in their Inne, | 
Loue to be merry,and to make = cheare : 
How ere they ſwagger,it muſt be no 
The fagchead of my Hoft muſt till be cleare, 
And theugh they chance my Hoſteſle for to kifle 
My Hoſt mutt ſay there's nothing done amiſfe : 
For they will pay like Kings,for all they take, 
Had I haue dow (Gods plemy ) for my cake. 
For what care I ? or wherein am [ worſe 
Though others tine their candles at my light, 
Or though another man doth vſe my purſe ? 
Tf fiill my candleburne both faire and bright, 
And that my returne home without tearing, 
With tore of mony,nothing worſefor wearing. 
For this poſition I will cuer hold, 
" "TubetterweddeaB e ben a Scold, 
Thus was mine Hoſt content to let his _ 
Keepe company,and welcomecuery gueſt, 
Notooliſh fealoufie did flirre vp Wife, 
Nor fond ſuſpition did their ſtate molcRt : 
For ſhe was merry,and did loue toplay, 


And with her mirth mine Hoſt could well away - © 


For though his wife did hault : he knew as much, 
That all his neighbours wiucs did need a mew 
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Kut to goe forward. Now they both were ald, * 
And paſt the pleaſures of their yauthfull narure 
One child they had,more deare to them then gold, 
A pretty maid,nuft of her mothers ftature : ; 
Like her in tace,in perſon, and in fauour, 
Like her 1n qualities, and iv behaviour ; 
In all things like her mother, but inone, 
Her name was Kate; her mothers name was /ove, 
Her father lou'd her well, becauſe he ſee 
His wives trove image in his daughters face, 
A forward Impe ſhe was, and like to boe 
A proper woman,(if ſhe want not grace) 
For to ſpeoke truth, and without parcialicie, 
She was endu'd with 2 ualicie, 
For ſhe could fing met finely 
And on her Virginals ſhee plaicd diuinely. 
At vpperend of table, by her mother, 
Diorer and ſupper.lovely Kate did fit, 
Whereby diſcourſing ſtill with one or other 
She grew to have a pretty ready wiz, . 
And could both ieſt, & taunt ro make a laughter, 
Thar all men {aid ſhe was ber mothers daughter, 
And fo ſhe was ; for you ſhall ever find, 
« T hat crowes breed crowes, and cat will after kind. 
Rurti:ne patt on,and Kate was paſt a child, 
Ard in the teenes about a yeare or two; 
W hen nature, which can neuer be cxil'd, 
M 2de her conceiue, what ſhe was borne to doe. 
For now vaine luſtes,and idle prouocations, 
$tzr'd vp her mind with leoſe imaginations, :5 
.* And this conceit ſtill in her fancy ran, 
* .T be chiefeſt pleaſure was to know 4 man. a 
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Ard rw ſhe thought (good Lor.!) what happy 
Heue woemen alwayes atcer they are wed? (liues 
How pleaſantly and merry live thoſe wiues, 
VVhich haue a man to comfort them a bed > | 
V'Vhat fools are maids, to hold that thing ſo deare, 
V.Vhich lets their ſports, & grives the for to beare ? 
This I reſolue,though yer I doe not marry ; 
My maiden-head I will not longer carry. 
Thus courteous Kare.decreed : and euen the beſt 
(Oft times) abour her yeares are ſo inclin'd : 
For their virginitie doth ſo moleſt, 
Andis fo great a burthen to their minde 
Thar fcarce a maid( fo ſoone as ſhe hath skill) 
But keepes her maiden-head againſt her will. 
: "Andvery many of them I haue ſcene 
For griefe thereof grow fickly, and leoke greene. 
Burt Xate had vow'd that ſicknefle to prevent, 
Andnot tolead oldgrinaing Apes in hell, 
And therefore ſhe betimes co Phylicke wene 
Thecauſes of that maladic to quell. 
And tafting of ſome drugges withina corner, 
- Which firſt were miniſter'd by th'captaine Horner, 
Shelik'd fo well th*Apoticaries fuffe, 
That ſhe did chinke.ſhe nere ſhould have enough 
This Captaive Hervey ſoraetimes loued Kate, 
And ſhe likewiſe good will to hin did carry : 
But private quarcels ſtirring vp debate 
Mine Hoſteſle was vnwilling they ſhould marry: 
And therefore he,for feare they ſhould him mock 
Gaue Kate her farewell with a priuate knock : 
Of which kind blow ſhe tooke ſo good a liking, 
Thar al were welcome, which wold tal to —_— 
Be 
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Bohold 8 worms yoreftrained thirſt, 
Her greedy appetite ,and great deſire : 
pad, rs Au ve h beodehedaſin at firſt, 
And taſted ef the fruite that all require : 
Her minde is ſo ynbounded without meaſure, 
That ſhe is never ſatisfied withpleaſure, 
Bur fl (like to the grave) for more dath cry, 
Or(like the horſe-leach) which is euer dry. 
In ſuch a g-ping caſe was wanton Kaze, 
After that ſhe had taſted of the potions, 
V'Vhich DoRor Captaine Horner gaue her late, 
To bridle and reprefle her youthfull motions : 
For though ſhe did defire to drinke before, 
Yetnow her thirſt increaſed ten times more. 
For after we haue found the ſweete of ſinne, + 
We worſe refraine,then when we did beginae. 
Thus Kate gave bridle to her liberty, 
And (when occa(ion ſerued) made not dainty. 
For ſhe had put her ſelfe in icopardy, 
To try the bartell at the leaſt with rwenty : _ 
And ſhe was growne fo skilfull in her play, 
That very few went conquerors away : 
Burt they that with ſo many haue abour, 
Shall ſometimes haue the worlt I make no doubt. 
"Tis bad in ficknefle to baue divers DoRors : 
Their ſundry medicines will but make thee worſe: 
In law 'tis fooliſh tofee many ProRors, 
For ſome will harme the cauſe and hurt thy purſe: 
So *tis no wiſedome in a wanton maide, 
To vie her pleaſures,as a common trade, 
And make her paftimes like her occupation, 
V Vhich were inucnted for her recreation. 


So 
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$o long the pitcher home doth water fetch, 
That by ſome knocke it broken doth returne, 
$o long thefiye doth at the candle clerch, 

Thet in concluſion ſhee her wings doth burde 1 

So long a wench may Phyſicke vſe to take 

To cure the griping of her b-Ily.ake, 

That ſhe may ſurfer in fuch dangerous cafe, 

As ſhe will be the worſe 8 twelue-momhs ſpoce. 
Thus it befell tro Kate that was ſo ſrolicke » 
Her bucket now was broken at the well, 
Shee now complain'd that ſhe had got the collicke, 
And marvelled much to ſee her belly (well : 

Her mother gaue her drinkes,and with a charme 

Did clep the pot-lid to her belly warme, 

To kill th worrmes. But all het meanes are yaine, 

They are no wormes that put her toſuch paine, 
Sometimes about the Rtemacke griefe lhe feeles, 
And ſometimes of her backe ſhe doth complaine, 
Sometimes a quicke thing in her with ewo heeles, 
She thinkes doth flirre, v hich makes her feare againe 

She is with child: bur yer ſhe doth sor kiow, 

For it msy be her guts, that tumble to : 

Or it may be with facneſfe and with wind, 

That ſhe growes big betore and broad behind. 
But now ſhe did begin to longtot Cherries, 
For Codlings,Peſcods,and for Apple-pies : 
And now ſhe faine wovld eate ſome Gratbatas, 
And every thing that came before her eyes; 

Or others told her of, or ſhe could name, 

She till defired for ro raſte the ſame 1 

Sothat the mother ſecing this effead, | 

Somewhat began her daughter to ſuſpeR, 


And 
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And one dey taking Katherine »Hde, 

Imeo the Parlour or ſome private 

She gan to te)] her that ſhe had eſpide 

Both by the change of colorrin = face, 
And by her lovgirg for ſo mary things, 
And by the pripirg,wbich her Romacke wrings, 
T het ſomewhat in her body was amiffe; 

And therefore, Kate,come tell me whatit is. 
Tell me (quoth ſhe) and doe not hide thy fault, 
And if thou haft offended, let me know it, 

'Tis bard before a Cripple forto halt: 

For I percewe,akhovgh thou wilt not fhew it, 
That thou haſt beene too bufic with a man, 
And 8rt with cbild ; deny it if thou can: 

Tell me for though we cannot helpe the ſame, 
Yet by prevention we may hide thy (ſhame. 
Kate, hich knew well ber mother was too wile, 

Tobe difiembled with in ſuch s caſe, 

Thought it was bootlefſe for to blind her eyes, 

W hich could diſcerne her folly by ber face, 

Ard therefore on her knees ſhe fell before ber, 
And for rerſſiondid with teares implore her, 
And fince deniall could no comfert bring, 
Shee plainely told her mother every thing. 

Find firft he told her : how that Captaine Horner 

Before he travell'd co the New Land, 

By chance did meete her in 8 ſecret corner, 
And pref her for a ſouldier of his band : 
And how that divers other men of Armes, 
'd her afterwards with freſh alarm's: 
But who hed blowne her vp; and made her ſwell, 


Mother (quoth ſhe.) in truth I cannor cell. 
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Now Benedicite, her Mother ſaid, 
And haft thou beene already ſuch a twigget, 
I durſt have ſworne thou hadft beene yera maid, 
And would't haue bin ſo till thou hadſt bin bigger. 
Arc thou begot with child,and car'ſt not gather, 
Out of ſo many,one,to be the father ? 
Nor any bur the Caprtaine can'ſt thou narne, 
V'Vhich long fince went to ſea? Now fy for Chame. 
VVith that ſhe ſhooke her head and bent ber brows, 
Az if ſhe had beene angry ; when behold, 
Mine Hoſt comes 1n, tv whom mine Hoſteſlſe ſhewes 
Their daughters ſad miſchance, (as hath beene cold) 
Vvhic when he heard; ſetting his cap afide. 
He was ſo angry that he could not chide - 
Acrhft he Gai: And hath ſhe plaid the whore? 
Fye on her, baggage,turne her out of doore. 
Mine Hoſtefle, ſeeing him to grow {o hot, 
Stept out, and ſpake to him with ſpeeches mild, 
Defiring him,although there were a bloc, 
Me would remember that ſhe was their child : 
And not to caſt her off for one fault paſt ; 
For neither is ſhe firſt nor will be laſt, 
Of good mens children (ſure I thinke as ſhe) 
That intheir youth offend in this degree. 
But husband (quoth ſhe) 'tis no time to brawle: 
VVe all have faults,and need for to amend : 
The deed is done,and words cannot recall 
That which is paſt,nor bring it to anend : 
Many that now ſcemes honeſt in their lives, 
Haue done as much, before that they were wiues. 
"Tis true (quoth be) But this is too tos vilde, 
She knowes not who is father to her childe, "* 
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If ſhe could tame the Sire,l did not care; |» | 
For by their marriage ſhe might hide her ſhame. 
Although he were a beggar poore and bare, 5 
Or if he were a cripple, blind and lame, 

Or whoſocuer, it ſhe knew the father, wa 

Aud could produce him,I could beare the rather: 

But neither knowing him,nor his abiding, 

Thi>-is a wonder worthy of deriding, 
Lord (quoth mine — hat a coile you keepe! 
Was never other woman ſo beguild ? | Y 
Some I hauc heard haue beene conceiv'd a fleepe, = 
And never knew the Father of their child. (ſmother, 

And ſome haue ſuch good lucke their faults to 

That they will lie with one, then wed another. 

And wonder not, becaule ſhe hath miſcarried, 

For ſhe's as good a maid ,as moſt aremarried. 
We all have faults : and *ctis a wotnans nature 
| To loue a man : She hath but done her kind, 

For when that I was yong,about her ffature, 

I was vnto the ſport as well inclin'd. : 
As others were : for we have all beene ſinners, 
And {ometi:nes love it better thenour dinners, 
But God forgiue vs all. Both we ane you, 
When we are yong, will doe as others doe. 

Well(quoth mine Hoſt) Ttell thee once againe : 

Theſe things are not the point,whercon I ftand;  . 

Let me but know the mat, which tookerhe paine * * 

To ſowehis feed in her vofsllowed lard, | 
AndI am plead; and will doe alt1 can. | 
To have her quickly married to that man. , . 

Within her furrqweshavethere plow'd ſo many, 

Thar for to reape the _ he knowes not ow 
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And vyhat of that? mine boſteſſe then replide, 
Can it be holpen novv vvith veords or vrinde? 
Fitter it vere for vs to ſecke to hide 
Her ſhame, before the world the ſame do finde, 
Then like a paire of fooles to prate and chat 
Vmo nopurpoſle, of I knoyvy not vvhar: 
One man ſhe knovves; but he is ſuch a knaue, 
With my conſent ſhe neucr ſhall him have. 
And yyhois lie (rephde mine Holt at laſt,) 
For vvhom your hiking doth no better ſtand? 
*Tis captaine Horner, which ſome 6 months paſt 
(Quoth ſhe) went this vvay to the New-found land. 
; But he's fo great an vnthrift, that he yyould 
Conſume this houſe, if it vvere full of gold : 
And he's a Papiſt, and I yviſh her quicke 
Laid vnder ground,then wed a Catholike. 
Surely (quoth he) 'tis irange to ſee your minde, 
That he(whom intimes paſt you did commend 
To be an honeſt thriftic man, and kinde, | 
And who hatheuer beenc our ſpeciall friend) 
Shoul:l novy fo far be caſt out of your fauour : 
That, though it fitteſt be that he ſhould haue her, 
(All things conſider'd) yet you are ſoturned, 
Before ſhe be his wife, you'ld wiſh her bucned. _ 
But hovyſceuer of the man yon deeme, 
Or what canceit is come into your minde, * 
Icannot tell; yer he to me doth ſeeme, 
(For I will ſpeake no worſe then | doc finde) 
To be a ciuile Gentleman of carriage, 
_ © to doe as well as fhe in oj 
| yr he hath 8 beauic EF 
Ipoy 0 Goto daughter derta work; 
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Br 'tis no matter;:ohce he would hauc had her, - 
An then ſhe muſt not looke on captaine Horner : 
Now ſhe is puffe, and blowne vp in the bladder, 
And tow there is no doubt but he doth ſcorne hers 
And yer year anger is ſo furious ſtill, 
He ſhall noe marrie her with, your good will; 
I thinke a woman is a ſpright infernall, _ 
Tf once ſhe hate, her :nalicc 1s eternall. | 
It had beene better that a Chimny-ſweeper 
Had married her, if they two had affced, 
Though we had aftcr beene compell'd to keep her, 
Then wth this ſhamefull deed to be deteRed); 
For by that meants,chough he were ne'r ſo baſe, 
She might haue lookt her neighbors in the face, 
And row we both may keep her for our ſtore, 
And ſhe fha!] ence be efteem'd a whore. 
Yet in.my wdgement, the beſt remedy 
Thar I can finde to cover her cflence, 
Is, that ia hafte we fend her priviuly 
Vnto cur friends or kindred, far from hence, 
W here for a ſeaſon the ſhall make abode, 
Vntill that (he be ealed of her tode; 
And after that the chiide is put tonurſe, 
She may returne a maide, no iot the worſe, 
There like a wife (hall ſhe herſelfe attire, 
And ſo ſhall blind the country witha wile : 
Heete we will ſay, if any do enquire, _ 
She's goneto ſaiourne with our friends a while 2 
And when the childeis bigger and can runne, 
We will maintzine it az our colins ſorme; _ 
And *tis no newes, for I haue knowne 3 doſen, , 
W hich kept thcir baſtards, & did call them coien. 
""0y C 2 Bur 
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But ifthe matter chance to be deſcride, 
Aud that it be divulged in the tovyne, 
Some honeſt place vve vvill for her prouide 
At Londew, where ſhe ſhall remaine ynknowne; 
And there (as Country-men doe yſe to ieſt) 
Shee'l be a Maid as good as is the beſt; 
For *ris a vſuall praCtiſe, and a yvittie, 
To ſend vp broken veſlells co the Cittie. 
Old hars,old clokes, and other ſuch old vyare, 
Bought at the ſecond hand and almeſt vyorne, 
TheCitizens dreſſe vp, and tricke them faire, 
And ſell them vnto Country-men in ſcorne : 
Againe,the Country-men in levy of this 
Send vp theit vvenches that have done amiſſe,' 
Crackt maids,grofſe yviddovves,and ſuch broken 
Are good enoughto marry Citty-gulls. (trulls. 
For I haue knowne ſome 'vyenches that haue borne 
Tvvo or three baſtards (at the leaſt) a peece, 
So that they yvere derided, bad in ſcorne, 
And hooted at, as if they had beene Geeſe; 
And after all theſe mockes,and much a doe 
" Have goueto Loxdon but a yeere or tyvo, (maids, 
And there vvithin ſhort cine haue proou'd good 
And becne vyell married vnto men of Trades. 
Therefore this courſe is , if you thinke fit, 
For firſt abroad ſhe ſhall be {afe delivered, 
So that our neighbours ſhall not knovy of it, 
And ifher folly be at home diſcouered: 
Then vnato London ſhe quickly vyend, 
| Totakeſuch rang Aung as vill ſend; 
Yertifthat I might cule the rot, much rather 
I vviſh; that Horner might the baftard _— 
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That Horner might / replied mine Hoſteſſe then, 

I wonder why you talke ſo muchof him x 

In faith I could not loue him of all men, 

He leokes ſo blacke,fo rigorous and grim : 
Befides,he hath no Trade to live vpon, 

Nar lands to keepe him, when the Wars are done. 
And there's another thing,w hich I like worſe, 
Ml his wives ſpending muſt come from his purſe. 

Oh,it will grieve a woman to the heart, 

For euery tarthing that ſhe doth beſtow, 

To make account, how ſhe did it impart, 

So that her husband muſt ef all things know : 

For we have many ſecret.meanes to ſpend, 
Which are not fit our husbands ſhould intend : 
Por if that of them all they notice had, 

The molt of them(l feare) would run ſtarke mad, 

Tt is your Cinzen, which keepes his wife, 

Gorgeous and gallant, with all prodigality : 

Shee les ar pleafure; leads a merry life ; 

Sits in her ſhop with all formality : 

He hatha myſtery which ſcidome failes ; 

And ſhea great allowance by her vailes; 

Mer cob-weblawne, the altering of ber wings, 
Come trom her vailes, with many other things. - 

And truely it is wonderfull to heare 

How ſome of chem will brag of their great yailes : 

Boafting they gather 40 poundes by yeare, 

From the pill'd ſcrapings of a few ſheepes tailes : 
And ſome from s, and homes, and ſuch like 
Are able every weeke to buy a ruffle: (Ruffe : 
That (ſure) I thinke them in their hatres as good, 


As Genvle-yoren in their veluet-hood. 
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Jadeed the Gentlewomen looke more high, 
And of the Cittizens will take the wall; 
Yet have they but their penſion quarterly, 
To keepe themſelues, and hnie their houſe withall : 
' If they want trifles, or would be more braue 
Out of houſe-keeping they muſt pinch and ſave; 
They have their Coaches, and great Vardingales, 
But tradeſ-mens wiues haue often better vailes. 
And certainely, if I may haue my will, | 
A cittizen ſhall marry her,or none, 
And therefore, if you have no better skill, 
Or care hot whom ſhe haue ; let me alone, 
T'le ſee, if I a husband can prouide 
The childe to father, and her ſhame to hide: 
And cheugh I know not whoſe itis by right, 
It ſhould be fatherd,ere it come to liehe, 
Nor w1llI ſtand ingag'd to any friend, 
To bea Maſque to couer ovr diſprace: 
Nor ynto Le»dex after ſhali ſhe wend, 
To nuke her honeſter by ſhifting place; 
For theſe are fooliſh ſhitts, and common meanes, 
PraQis'd by none, but ordinarie queanes, (hide, 
And though a while theſe trickes their faults may 
Yert at the length their ſhame will be deſcride. 
No, this device too much in vie is gtowne, 
And will not hold our water tothe laſt : 
For 'tis no queſtion, but it will be knowne, 
Then all our fat into the fireis caft; 
And the vndone * for no man but a daſtard, 
Wililoue a wom:n,which hath borne a baſtard; 
Nor ſhall you find a man will wed a whore, 
If he can learne that (he was fo before. — 
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'And therefore, husband,take a fooles aduice, , 
And if you loueour credir,and ber good, 
Prowide a husband for her ina trice, 
Before that her offence be vnderſtood : 
You know ſhe is our onely chiide and heire; 
And (though I ſay't) well fauoured and faire, 
And there are many yong men that doe watch, 
And would be glad co light on ſuch a match. 
Firſt there is maiſter Petey at the Bell, 
A Linnen-draper and a wealthy mary 
Then mailter Thomas that doth locking ſell; 
And George the Grocer at the Frying-pan; 
And maitter Twzothie the Wollen-draper; 
Ang nulicr Sa/omon the Leather-ſcraper; 
And marfler Frenke the Gold-ſmith at the Roſe; 
And maiticr Phillip with the fiery Nole. 
And maiſter Mes the Mercer at the Harrow 
And maitter N:che the Silke-man at the Plow; 
And maiſter Grlez the Salter at the Sparrow; 
And maiſter Dickg the Vintner at the Cow; 
And Harry Haberdather at the Horne; 
And Otwer the Dyer at the Thorne; 
And Bernerd Barber-ſurgeon at the Ficdlez 
And Moſes Merchantailor at the Neeilic. 
And mailter Hercmles the Iron-monger, 
(Some ſay,that heis worth 2000. pun.) Of «14 
And maifter James that ſels freſh Cod and Conger; 1:04, 
And maifter Roger Scriuener at the hand; | 
And maifter Aztboxy th Apothecary: 
All which would willingly our daughter marry; 
With diuers others. that I know Be(1%e, 
Which would be glad to haue her for their Bride. 
C 4 All 
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All theſe ore Citizens, and well to hue : 
The worſt of them is worth 300 pound; 
And with our daughter we as much will giue ; 
Then feare nat but a busband may be found : 
For ſure (amang) ſo many we ſhall find, 
(Doubtleſſe )lome one or other for our mind, 
And yet tochoole one man before the ref}, 
The Iron-monger 1 doe fancy belt. 
For he is wealthy( and I craue no more ) 
And with our daughters louc is. (trong infedted ; 
He hath made diuers motions hcretofore, 
Though hitherto he hath not beene reſpeRted : 
Still he purſues his ſuie,and is ber lover, | 
, And he will ficly ſerue her fault ro cover ; 


"Therefore the ncxt tune that he doth come hither, 


Let's knit the knot, and tyethem faſt together. 
I ſee (replyed mine Hoſt) it is nolye : 
The yong Cocke after th'old Cocks learnes to crow : 
Well may our daughter tread her ſhoocs awry, 
Tf like vato her mother ſhe doth grow. 

Yet fince I heare that ihe hath done no more, 

Then (almoſt) all the kind hath done before, 

I am content to doc what ſhall be fit ; 

Broache you the meate,and | will curne the ſpit. 
Thus was the plot ſer downe and all agreed, 
That Maifter Hercules ſhould bedecciu'd, 


And that it ſhould be brougl« to paſſe with ſpeed, 


Before it could be knowne the ws conceu'd, 
| Beholdyre Citizens whatis concluded, . . / 
Whereby your @wpleneſſe might be deluded! 
Hereafter more aduiſedly.beware, i i 
To fer yp ſhop with ſuch ike broken ware: - 
| ow 


: Now Maifter Hercsles, that little knew 
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What ſubrile ſtratagems were lately plotted : 

hither it was,that Cuckolds lucke him drew : 
Whichnone can ſhun) or louc had him beſorted, 

I cannot at this preſent well diſcufle, 
But in concluſion it did happen thus; 
Afcer 2. dayesto Billinſgate he wer, 
And —_ ſer forward into Kent. 

The Tide that morning fell at foure a clocke, 


Many good morrowes had the cheercfnll Cocke 
hanted to Cuckolds, clapping with his wing : 
Good morrow maiſter Hercwles he cried : 
- Beftirring early, or you looſe yer Tide. 
Take Tide in time. The Tidefor none will ftay. 
Good morrow Cuckolds:Neighbors al good day. 
Thus (: ang the Cocke. But he more vigilant 
Then i3 the Cocke, was watchfull like a Cat ; 
Which having found the hole,and vſuall hant 


= houres at leaft before the day did ſpring 


Of ſome delicious Mouſe,ornimble Rat, 
Still pries and peepes, and never can be quiet, 
Liſtning and watching when ſhe nay elpy it ; 
And though ſhe winke,no reſt her eyes can fide 
The Mouſedoth run ſo much witkin her minde. 
ven ſolay maiſter Hercsles that night, 
elling the clocke, and could nor ſleepe a winke 
The loue of Kare did haunt him like aſpright, 
And ſtill ypon his iourney he doth thinke., 
No ſooner had the Cecke reſounded three, 
Bur from his bed he ſtarted ſuddenly ; 
Andin his braue new ſuite leapt out of dores, 
And ranto Billioſgate, and chere tooke __ 
cke 
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Blacke gloomie cloudes did ouer-ſpread the skie, 
And foggy vapours did obſcure the aire, 
So rs, Water-men could not deſcrie 
(Almoſt) which way they |hould condu®t cheir face, 
For ſuch thicke mifts ypon the water fell, 
Jt was as darke as if ic had beene hell 
But he, to whom faire Ketermn did giue light, 
Would haue aduentured ina darker night. 
For as that famous Hercwles of old, 
For his friends ſaketo Pluroes kingdome went: 
Euen ſo this other Herew/er the bold, 
For his faire Kate did ferric into Kent, 
And without Moone or Starre his way to guide, 
Couragiouſly iaild forward in great pride, 
Dreading no dangers of the darkeſome night, 
No Oules, Hobgoblins,Gnoſts,nor warer-ſpright, 
For loue did make him bold and valiant, 
Fearelefle of Neprane and his trident Mace: 
No cloudes, nor miltie darkenefſe could him dant, 
Nor ftorms,nor tempeſts make him turne his facer 
But though it was ſo darke, they could not fee 
Before their beate, aboue two yards or three, 
Yetforward with great couragedid he flate, 
And ſung this dirty ficting in the boce, 
Fortune my foe, why doſt thou frowne this night? 
Yelowring heauens,why doe ye looke fo darke? 
Though neither Moone nor Stars dogiue vs light, 
Yet little C-p14doth conduRt our barke. 
And he will bring me where my true-loue is, 
T hat face to face we may confer and kifſe: 
Por as che Moone amongſt the Starres doth ſhine 
So *mongſt all Maids deth beautcous Katherine. 
_ . yy - Cie T 
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Thou little God ,that with thy golden arrowe 
D;dft wound my heart, and mad't my belly rumble, 
Giue ine the courage of a yorg Cocke-ſparrome, 
T hat precious Kare with valour ] may tumble. 
Oh that my words may be {o cioquent, 
That I may tickle her with complement! 
Oh pierce her (preity Cpid) with thy ſting, 
That I may pricke her with another thing, 
My loucly Kate,which ſleepelt at thy eaſe, 
And doelt not dreame,that I co thee come ſliding, 
Would I were partner with the skipping fleas 
Which inthcir bed withthee haue their ab1Cing : 
I would not bite thee in that grievous ſort, 
But hip and skip,and kifle to make thice ſport. 
For as the pricklings of the roſe bring pleaſare; 
So ſhould my ticklings be eſteem's a treaſure. 
Yee bold Corriwalls, which doe loue my Kate, 
Leave off your wooing,and giue me the way, 
My valliaat heart in love admits ao mate, 
Before 1 looſe her, will kill and flay. 
For as the mighty Hereales ran mad, 
And for 2 woman loſt the wits he had, 
So if I haue hernoc,I greatly feare, 
I ſhall cun mad, or elle goe very neare. 
Thus did he ſing : and further would haue chanted, 
But that a ſuddeofeare his note did ſtay, 
Stopping his yoyce,and lo his ſpirits daunted, 
That he (poore man) could neither fing nor ſay. 
For iutt againſt the leavelefle forked tree, 
Which every paſſenger defires to ſee, 
Whereon the Armes of Cuckoldry 
Therc was he ducked oucr head andearcs, 


The 
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The reaſon was; becauſe an other barke 

Comming from Court at Greenew:ch with a fare, 

And not deſcrying th'other in the darke, 

Met them ſo ſtrongly cre they were aware, 
That maiſter Hercules without a word 
Was cat to fiſh for Salmons ouer bord : 
And both his Marriners cloſe at his heeles 
Did follow him for Lampries, and for Ecles. 

The other bote farre better tortune had, 

And with a licele ſtaggering kept her head, 

Burt maiſter Hercwler, whoſe lucke was bad, 

Sunrke tothe bottome like a lumpe of lead ; 

Yet there perceiuing, erc he further went, 

It would not be the ready way to Kent, - 
With hands and feete he daſhed and he waved, 
And like a ruſhing Porpoiſe him behaved. 

Vpward he heau'd his body from the ground, 

And plung'd as proudly as a water-doy : 

Loth was he at that preſent to be drownd, 

Though he could ſ\wimme no more then can a log. 
For life is ſweet,and he would gladly faue it, 
Nor would it looſe, ſo lorg as he can have it : 
And therefore 'tis no maruell it he tre 
With all his might rokeepe himſelfe alive, 

He ftrikes the water,apd would gladly ſwim, 


But there was one thing did his ſwimming let ; 


His head was heauy,and did trouble him, 

Aad out of water that he could not ger. 
And therefore now he greatly gan to feare, - 
T hat without doubt he ſhould be drowned there, 
— except ſome lucky chance betide, 
Another father Katherme muſt provide 
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For maiſter Heron/es was now growne faint, 


And now his breath no longer could containe, 
And now in heart he figh'd,and made complaint, 
Thar he ould nuntells his loue againe: 
Yet here behold,u hen he was moſt in doubt, 
Deſpairing ever that he ſhould get out, 
Then was his ſuccourneereſt to his hand, 
To ſaue his life and bring him tothe Land. 
O valiant Hercales, thou Champion bald, 
Couragious ſuiter vnto lovely Kate, 
Feare not (braue man) but quickly take faſt hold; 


| Good fertune at thy elbow deth awaite : 


] 


Put vp thy hand and apprehend that Oare, 
Which for thy {uccour houers thee before: 
Dread not that death can deſteny withſtand, 
At Cuckolds-hauen thou ſhalt quickly land. 
A happy Oare did happen then to ſwimrme, 
Vnto the pl.:ce where Hereales did diue, 
W hich was a meanes moſt fortunate to him, 
His preſeruation thereby to contriue: 
For as he plunged in that pirteous plight, 
His hands by chance vpon the Oare did light, 
Which be held faſt, and lifting vp his head, 
Help friends(he cride)or elſe I am but dead. 
The other boate, which was not farre away, 
Hearing him coll, drew to him by the ſound, 
And finding him at laſt in that array, 
Much like a Rat that had beene almoſt drownd; 
They lift him vp,and on his feete him reared, 


Which lookt as though he had been lately feared, 


Or rather Jike the picture of 8 gheki, 
Pale, ſpeechlefle, flaring ſtanding lke a poſt. n 
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His limbes for cold did quake; his teerhdid chatrer, Within! 
And from the dropping Cifternes of his breech VY Vhich 
Downe both his trembling legs ran fotth the water Crowne 


And he for feare was almoſt void of ſpeech: For wo! 
But coreming to himſclfe and there e.pying, All gu 
That his apparel! flood in need of drying, Whic 
Aud that his ioynts were tiffe, and wanted hire, So bri 
To be conuaide to ſhore he did defire. Thar | 

ry he was in minde fo to be wet, VVithi 

And therefore thought at firſt with them to brawle; Of ear 

He ſaw thoſe were the men that had them met, VVeal 

And inthe watcr over:hrowne them all : VViue 
But when he did conſider in the end, All 
That quarrels would not this milchance amend, (Bu 
He wiſely them intreated in good fort, Th: 
That to ſome Hauen they would him tranſport. Ma 


Not farre from thence there was a landing place, | Vvul 
Cuckelds-: A Por: of great report throughout our Nation, | 


Haucn, Which latter times have branded with diſgrace, VVul 

With termes of ſlander,ſhame and detetiauion; Vpon 

Though heretofore ie was a place of reft, Th 

Where married men wctrc fortunate ana bleR, Sh 

And there the Horne-aboundant did beftovy, Tr 

Riches and honour both to high and low. SE. 

— There whilome did a famous Temp: land, A ho! 

To Lady Fortune ſometimes dedicate, Old« 

V'Vhere all the horned perſors of the Land, And 

Did once a yeare convene to celebrate; | Dep: 

But chiefly Citizens ; vpon whoſe Crowne, C 

Fortune her bleſfi-gs molt did tumble downe: Fi 

And in whoſe eares (as all the world doth know) O 

The Horne of great Abenndaxce fill doth blovt. R 
Wuhin, |, 
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, | Withinthis Church an inmge was ereRted, 
V Vhich did the Lady Pr repreſent; *- 
rd Crowned with mighty Homes, to be 
For worth, for be-ury.and tor ornament : 
All guilded ano beſet with prec;ous ſtones, 
Which far were fetcht beyond the burning Zones 
So bright with theſe fair Ron's the horns did flame, 
That none but married men cculd ſee the ſame. 
VVithin her lap whole bundles there did lie, 
Of earthly bicflirgs,and terreſtrial joyes ; 
VVealth, honcur, pride,acquaintance, vanity, 
V Viues, wedditgs,night-caps and a thouſand toies; 
All which in luch sboundanca ſhe did caft, 
(But chiefly onthe Citizens) ſo faſt, 
That with the weight,ſo ponderous and ſogreat, 
Many of them about the browes did ſ[weate. 
| VVith one of her faire hands ſhe marriage made, 
And couple'' twotcgether,man and wife z 
V Vith th'otker handa paireof hornes ſhelaid 
Vpon the busbands head for all his life : 
Then all the b'«ſings which her placker filled, 
She ſecm'd tc ſhake,and on his head diſtilled, 
Tre .cajon was(obſerve it now and then) 
That Cuckolds often are the wealchicft men, 
A hornes Altar liood before her face, 
Old Giotzrits here which marry youthfull wives; 
And 3] 0\4 woemen,void of witand grace, 
Depinvd of hame,and weary of their lives : 
V'Vrich wed yong boyes had wont to ſacrifice, 
For fortunes t»uour at theirenterpriſe : 
On whom by right ſhe alwayes did beftow, 
Helzersof homes ge beare off every blo. 
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And at this Shrine did offer of cach ſort, OF 
All thoſe, which having (pent abroad their ftocke, 
At home hauc nothing to renew the ſport, 
Zut by their wiues lie {enceleſle likea blocke: 
They & their wiues did heere both offrings make, 
And each recciued hornes for th'others ſake: 
For trie who will, the Proverbe till doth threace, 
Who ſtrikes with (word, the ſcabbardſhall hm beat. 
And here d1d offer many a {aplefle Sot, 
W hoſe frigid nature, wanting moiſture due, 
Made his wiues tillage prone a barren plot, 
Till fortunes hand with hornes did him endue : 
Bur after that his offcring here was made, 
The fruitlefle ſoile which was for barren laid, 
Witheut his husbandry or h-Iping hand, 
Ofr prou'd mote fertile,thcn he would demand. 
This place was famous,and of great report, 
Vritill ;#a8 Tyier (as ſome bookesſhaue ſa1d) 
With all the rabble of the Kentiſh ſorr, . 
Hauocke and ſpoile through all the country made: 
Then was this (tately remple ouerthrowne, 
The Image and the Altar caft quite downe; 
All things defacde,and tophie -turuy turned, 
Foreune diſgracde, and all her horns were burned. 
Thus Fortunes temple fell; for what can ſtand, 
Againft fo wilfall, and ſo wild a crue? 
Where love,nor faith,nor fortune can command, 
Nor care, nor feare of dangers that enſae : 
But Forrame, angry this great ſpoile to ſee, 
And orc incenied with this iniury, 
With fuch reucnge the rafcall rebels followes, 
Thar moſt of the the made to climb, the ar 
The 
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The reſt, which by remiſſion of the King, p 
Eſcap't the halter and the fatall tree, 
She l:kew:fe plagued with another ching 
(Foule ſhame to them and their poſteritic) Sy 
For from their back- parts neere about their rump 
Did ſpring a loathſoane and deformed lump, 
Couer'd with haire; which growing pedent down 
Shew'd like the taile of Munkie or Babowne, = 
Thus was that raſh and rcbell crew of Kent, 
Plagued with tailes of wondrous agniiration, 
And ſo continued downeward by deſcent 
From man t man, by many a generation: 
And thovgh they curtail'd ti:C, or <1d them pare, 
It coll not helpe ; they grew againe as faire, 
And herev1pon a long 11me to their ſhame, 
They and ther race of long-tailes had the name. 
Long ume theſe long-tailes Vi) reinnine in Kent, 


« Aſhamed of themſelues; and monſlers deemed, » 


And no device could find for to preuciy, 

And rid their railes that ſo deforined ſeemed: 
Bur fti!l the arore they Jaboured to avoyd them; 
The lonper fil they g1ew,and more annoyd them; 
Vaoult a man of A.. by $kill did finde. 

The meanes to cute their maladie behinde. 

Who fitting one day in his priuate cell, 

Caſting ancye vpon his Kentyhtaile, 

Wirth incaritation of a Magicke-ſpell, 

Able to make great Rhadawmanthay cu Ale: 

He coniut'd vp a ſpirit; and charg d him tell 

The firſt occalion how this ſhame befel),. 

And by what means' they might the ſame elcape, 

4nd bring their buttocks - rheir ancient m_ 

_ The 


46 Paſquils Night-vopt 
T he fiend replide, I can thee pleioly tell, 


This ſhame artends you for your fires offence: . 


For when in former times they did rebell, 
They Fortunes Image vide with violence; 
Defacde her famous temple, and in ſcorne 
Conſum'd with fier her guilded crowne of Horne, 
Whereat diſpleaſde for them and for their ſced, 
Fortune this puniſhment of Tailes decreed, 
If t herefore from the ignominious Raine 
Of long taild Kente/omen you would be free; 
Endeuour Fortunes fauour to regaine, 
That (he may cure yor great deformitie : 
And for ker Image,which was erſt deiecte d, 
Let ſome faire monument be there erc&ted, 
Thar your ſubmiſſion may with her preuaile, 
To the conſumption of cch Kextiſþ taile, 
Hereat the ſpirit vaniſhe out of ſight, a 
Aod left the Tochanter muſing : which with ſpeede 
Ailcmbledall the long-taibes, that there might 
By wiſedome and aduiſement be decreed, 
V'Vhart Image, Portrature, or Monument 
V Vere for this purpoſe moſt conucnient 
To pacifie the Goddeſſe, and redreſſe 
Their beaſtly back-parts,and vncomelineſſe, 
Ar Centerburic met this Congregation 
From euery towne and village within Kent; 
V'Vhere after much ingenious conſultation, 
It was at laft concluded by conſent, 
T hat on the fertile banks of that faire floud, 
Where fortunes famous Image whilom ftosd, 
Ma horned Piller there they would exale 
T*appeaſe the Goddeſle for their Gathers fault. 
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And that it might be done with morereſj peR, 
And Fortunes greater honour ; they decree, 
Thar at the time, when ch1s ſhould take cfc&, 
Great ſtore of Kent/ſhmen in their degree; 
Knights,gentlemen and yeomen of the beſt, 
Of common people,ſhould be ready dreſt, 
In all cheir braue accourrements, to grace 
The forked P1ller to the fore-ſaid place. 
The 18. of Otober was proclain!'d $. Its; 
To be the day of this preat celebration: day. A 
Againſt which time,ech tong-taile before'nam'd, 
Made much prouifion and great + —_— 
And vnto Carterburie tooke their way, 
T here to be ready at tl'appoynted day, 
To piuc actendance 11 molt ſu;sptuous manner, 
On fortunes Þ.l[er, with all pope and honous, 
Now was the inſtant come to play this prize, 
The day of good Saint Lake : which was of old, 
The t:me when men were wont to ſacrifice. 
Art fartunes temple,”as before was told) 
Choſeri the rather, that cheir Pceſcnt might 
Better reſpeRted be in Portunes hght: 
And that ſhe might bchold with what defire 
They were conform d to pacthe her ire. 
And now the long-rtailes in their beſt arr2y, 
Preventing the Sunne-riting by their haſte, 
Aſſen Ved were before the dawning day 
Had nights blacke curtains from the skie diſplac'd, 
The thundring drums did ratle through the tow; 
To lummen cuery pgemieman and clowne: 
All which no ſooner heard that lowd Alarme, 
But like 60 Bees together they did {yyarme. 
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When loe! a glorious Poſt you might beheld, 

Fairer then any ſtake in Greys-Iane field, 

Or the large paſtures of ſaint Georges bold, 

Or F-n5bvrie, or 1ſimgron can yield; 

Whichin a cart (as theeues to hanging ride) 
Are thither brought by Archers in great pride, 
Guarded with Guaners, bill-men, and a rout 
Ot Boaw-men bold, which at a cat doe ſheot. 

| Forgiue me, Fortune, that 1do compare 

Thoſe painted pottes with thy renowned Piller; 

Thoſe gaudic Rakes which for no purpoſe are, 

But roving markes for Long-bowes and tor Tiller; 
For cuen ſe muchfor beautie,worth and glofle, 
At Crofle in Cheape excelis old Charing (.rofle, 
So much and ten times more this peerelefle ſtake 


Exceeds thoſe Poſtes which Archers vic to inake. 


Fer not within a Carmans durty cart, 
(As if it were to Tiburne) was it laid; 
Nor plaifterd ouer with the Painters art, 
Which with a ſhower of raine is ſcede to fade: 
Nor on the top a Cat- Amount was framed, 
Or ſome wilde beatt that ne'r before was tamed 
Made at the charges of ſome Archers tour, 
To hauec his name canonized in the clout. 
Vpon a chariot was this Piller mounted, 
( A chariot framed of the pureſt Horne,) 
Whoſe workmanſhip here cannot be recounted, 
Jt was fo curious, fine, on foure wheeles borne: 
Two Gotes firſt drew this chariot, then 3. Rarus, 
Two Vnicornes then followed, tame as Lambes, 
Laſtly, ewo ſober Oxen with flowe pace 
Held vp the chariots head with horaed face, _y 
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The Piller was of wood, all guilded faire, 
Beſer (like pretious ſtones) with ſtuds of horne: 
Vponthe top did Rand a goodly paire, 
Fairer chen any Cuckold erſt hath worne : 
From whence two liuely trees did ſecrne to grow, 
Bearing all ſorts of fruit : ro make vs know 
That hou ſoeuer fooles their fortune ſcorne, 
Profit and pleaſure both ſpring from the Horne. 
Now drums and trumpets fill the aire with thuader; 
When firft the chariot gan to moue her wheeles : 
Now Canons and Calecuer> ſeerad to thunder, 
Then ſhouts and clamour followed at the heeles: 
The Clergy firſt before the Coach did firg; 
The Waits did play,& all che bels did ring, (ris; 
Bagpips plaid hornpips,& ſom did da.cethe mor 
Some wind their hornes, & ſome with ccrnets flo- 
Before the Chariot all the married went, (riſh. 
According to their place and due degree: 
Behind it all the.Batchclours of Kent, 
Marched in order very gallancly : 
Beſide all theſe fo great a groupe and throng, 
Did fill the paſſage as they wene along, 

t many were ſore thruſt and wamed breath, 
d ſome were crowded hard,but not to death. 
Por as you ſee vpon that ſolemne day, 

Whenas the Pageants through Cheapſide are caried, 
V'Vhat multicudes of people thither ſway, 
Thrufting ſo hard, that many haue miſcarried. 

If then you marke when as the fire-workes flic, 

And Elephants and Vnicornes paſlc by, 

How mighty and tumultuous is that preſle, 


Such were theſc thropgings, and no iot the lefle. 
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Bur notwithſtanding all this grieuous thruſt, 
Forward they march in decent ranke and faſhion; 
Some.lelt their tailes ſhould dagyle in the duſt, 
Had men to beare them vp with oftcntation: 
But they which wanted men their tailes to g14ide, 
Faſt round about their middles had them tide, 
Or elſe about their necks : for (withour faule) 
The leaſt was longer then an Oxes taile. 
Many of them (the bettertoexpreſle, ; 
Their willing mindes Dame Fortune co appeaſe, 
That ſhe might ſaaner out their long-tailes leſſe, 
And curtaile their great rumps to yiue them eaſe) 
In comely fort theirfore-heads did adorne, 
With poodly coronets of hardy horne: 
As Siluan Satyrzs in old time were leene, 
Whenas they danced Horne-pipes on the greene. 
Ic were too long to ler downe cuery thing 
Which chanced in that progreſlc as they went, 
How all the bells in Fexer/ka2 did ring, 
la Sitting byrne, 3nd other townes of Kent, 
What entertainment aud proceſſion was (paſſe: 
O:dain'd, whenthey through Rocheſter (ould 
And howeach O,hcet in his beſt gowne, 
Srood ready to condudt them through the 
Nar is it for our purpoſe to decide, 
The hearty welcome giuen at raweſ-end, 
How many Cittizens came downe that tide, 
With their ſweet wives the thew there to artend: 
And how at Dartford the tall Sea-marke rod 
H1; (tately cop and weather-cocke did nod, 
To bid her welcome; fince our end is miott, 
Ac Cuckolds jnauen rote the Paſta 
Where 


Is 
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W here being new arriu'd : A mighty crue 
Of uv calthy Citizens did them confrout, 
; Come from the Citie,that faite poſt co viewe, 
And all the goodly hornes which were vpon't. 
Whieh howſoeuer they deſirous be, 
Abroad to range firange faſhions for to ſeey 
Yer ſure for this to range they haue ſmall need, 
They may abide at home, and beter ſpeed, 

There had the Citizens large tables ſr, 

Loaden with ſtore of victuals and good cheare, 

To y—_— the Long-tailes, which they met, 

And ſhew the loue which to the Horne they beare: 
W here after they had fed in dounteous manner, 
And drunk a thouſand healths to Fortunes honor, 
Towards the Thames they drew the horned Poſt, 
And there did plant it ftrongly on the Coaſt; 

Tuft in the Place where Fortunes Temple ſtoad, 

! There flands the forked Piller, tour and tall, 

Whoſe leauelefſe boughes arc never ſeene to bud, 

Though much ſtone-fruit do from the branches fall, 
Weſtward it threatens, and with armes all bare, 
Giues warning tothe Citie to beyeare : 

Like to a flaming Beacon, which till ſhewes, 
The neere approaching of ſome dangerous foes, 
Thus was this famous Monument extoll'd, 
And on the fruitfu!! bankes of Thames ercQed : 
Which when the Goddefle Fortune did behold, 
Perceiuing how deuout they her reſpeRed : 
Her anger yaniſht,and with gracious eye, 
Shee tooke compaſſion on their malady, 
- Andall their rumpes,ſo infamous before, 
Yeo their priſtine beauty did reſtore. 
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Thus came their Buttockes tothejr apcicothue, . 
Their tailes fell off,and ou the ground did lie, ,. , 
VVhen loc ! a wondrous ».1axter did enſue, F 
A miracle moſt ſtrange to cue y eye : 
For on a fudden all their tailes vp Rood, 
Tooke rote within the ground , and 'gan to bud; 
And into willow trees, which.there atc ſcene, 
Werethe transform'dmoſt fragrit,ſ weet, & preenc. 
V Vhich when the Kentyh-men at firſt beheld, 
Feeling their hanches lighter then they were, 
VVith ſhootes and ioyfull crycs fo long they yel'd, 
Tharmany vnto Doxer did them hgare, | _. 
And Londen bridge with Ceſars tower didfhake. 
'By reaſon of the noyle which they did make. 
But Charing-croſle fell downe(as Stow doxh (ay) 
And broke his vecke,as may be lcene this day, 
But that this ſtrange and | reat deliverance, 
From ſuch huge long-tailes, as tlicy had gf late, R 
Might(till be had in freſh remerbgance:. 
That day to Fortune they 419 dedicate : 
Enacting ; that for cuer once a yeare, 
Oa St. Lathes day they ſhoald aſſemble there, 
To tcaſt and frollicke on theſe pleaſant bankes, 
And giue to Fortune her deſerued thapkes. + 
Loug time chis ſolerwne cuſtome was obſeru'd, 
An Kentfh-men with others met to feaſt, 
But tarter times are from old faſhions ſweru'd, 
And growne repugnant to this good beheaſt : 
For now yngratefull men theſe meetings ſcorne, 
And thankele (le proue to Fortune and the horne: 
Fur one:y now 18 kept a poore Goole Faige, 
V Vtcte Lon but nucancr people doe repaire. 
| Bur 
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Bur whilſt it was obſerued : did befall 

A certaine matter worthy obſcruation, 

For {ume wilde Colts (which Citizens we call ) 

And when they are abroad it is their faſhion, 

Being all Auftred, intheir merry mood 

Pull'd down the poſt & threw the horns i*th flood 
But mark a wondrous thing! The horns next Tide 
Toland abouc the bridge were all deſcride. 

The Kentyt-men at their next Congregation 

Secivg the P::ft ro be purloin'd away, 

Tercct 3no:ter made a conſultation, 

As like vito the former as they may : 
V'Vhch was no ſooner vp: but ſome againe, 
VVhich kad fmal cauſe for want of h-rns to plain, 
Srale chem away: And thus from time to time, 
They were abuſed with the fore-ſaid crime. 

Which thing when that theſe curtail'd men eſpide: 

With certaine London Butchers they agreed, 

Th: they ſufficient hornes ſhould ttill provide, 

For to repaire the poft whenit ſhould need : 

And tor reward the neighbouring fields ſhould be 
Theirs and their heires to hold eternally : 
Provided ftill,that hornes did never want, 

For then they made a forfcit of their grant. 

Thus is the Poſt repair'd , and Fortunes Port, 

Since Citizens firft teoke their Hornes away, 

(Whether it be in carneſt or in ſport) 

Is nicke-nam'd Cuckelds-Hauen to this day ;., 
Aud at this place as you ſhall vaderſtand, 

Was maifter Hercules cenuai'd to Land: * 
An ominous preſage(withourt all doubt) 
Ot tutuze ln what he went abour, 
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The watcr-m*n, which tumbled in with him, 
Were inthe mcane tim? pottea to the (hace : 
Por they by happy fortune both could ſwim, 
Being inſtructed 11 that Art before. 
Their bote and every thing the others ſ.upht, 
And vnto land with Hercules them ———_ 
Onely his hat was mi&,wiich was ſmall harme, 
His hora-wroght-cap wold keep his nodle warm, 
They were no {ooner on the bankes arriu'd, 
But preſently new troubles did begin, 
The fubborne water-men of wit depriu'd 
Fel) ai debate about their falling in: 
And firſt with bicter termes of foule diſgrace, 
Pach one reuil'd another to his face : 
And #fterward, to recompence the mockes. 
They fell fro words to blows & boiftrous knocks. 
Which when ſtout-hearted Fercwles, beheld, 
(Being vnwillivg to be beaten dry) 
He tooke his heeles, and ran into the field 
To ſhun the dangers of this mutiny ; 
Where by the glimmering of acandle bright, 
Vpen alittle cottage he did light : 
W hither he went,and entrance did deſire 
Todry his dropping garments by the fire. 
Which when the maiſter of the houſe did heare, 
Ani looking forth did ſee that miſer wight, 
Which { like a drowned Mouſe ) ftood dropping 
He was much moued at that pittious plight; (there 
And fitlt into his cottage him admitted, 
And aticrbid him welcome,as befitted, 
And made a fire,enough io colt a bull, 


Ard gauc him Alc and Toft his belly full. 
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The watermen, which latcly were at iar, 
(Secing the lookers on to giue them way, 
And not once offer for to end their war ) 
Did wilely of themſclucs conclude the fray, 


And after that they found their buffers ſmarted 
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From blowes they fell to words,and ſo departed, 


Curting each other vvith reproaches vile, 
After they were aſunder halfe a mule. 
And now our Mariners no ſoener were 
Freed from thole dangers : and all tumults paſt ; 
But th2t incontinent a ſudden feare 
A ficlh inuaded them,and much agaft, 
For Herewles they miſt and ſought abour, 
Yet by their ſeeking could not finde him out, 
Then did they call alowd, but all in vaine, 
Which makes them feare,heis fall*nin againe, 
Neere to the ſhore they ſearched with their bote, 


| Bur no where by their groping could him find : 


His hat they found which fairely there did flote, 
With treble Sypres,and with yeluet lin'd, 
Bur mifſivg him, they rowd againets land, 
More happy tidings there to vnderſtandz 
Whither arriu'd, The dawncing day did ſhew 
The little cottage ſituate below. 
Vnto that lictle houſe forthwith they ran, 
And for halfe drowned Herenles enquire; 
W hen they beheld that lamentable man 
In dropping manner drying his attyre. 
Sadly he lookt,and fortily did fit, 
As it he ſcarce recoucred had his wit, 
Bur when he ſaw the watermen arriu'd, 
Flis taintiog ſpicits ſomewhat were reviv'd, 


—— 


Glad were they to behold each other there. And nc 
And gandiſcourſe of their fore paſſed dangers: Their £ 
But maiſter Hereales, now void of feare, | And no 
Did chafe,and fret,and chreat,and curſe the irangers, | As if ar 
Andlike a Lyon raging for his prey, And 
Did ſweare revenge,if they came in his way. T hal 
For to 2 yong man falles no greater lofle, And 
Thenin his wooing time to have a Croſſe. Ima 
The Water-men,his wrath to pacific, Kate h: 
Gaus him faire words, and 'gan for to relate Yet ws 
How valiantly they made their foes to flie, Now li 
And how they ſoundly knockt them on the pate. Now 6: 
But ſince (quoth they) all dangers now are paſt. She 
And we are (ately herearriu'd at laft, Had 
Let's drinke downe ſorrow, & the day here ſpend, And 
And at next Ebbe wee'l ferry to Graxeſend, We 
With this was maifter Hercales content, ] doe cc 
And there that day to tarry he decreed, | Alchou; 
(For when we cannot chooſe,we mult conſent) For wh 
His clothes were wet, and he could nec proceed. The ch 
For both his health, thetime,and his good fortune And 
To wooe indry apparell did importune : Lett 
And homeward to returne he was vowilling, How 
There to be mockt. T were berter ſpend a ſhilling, | May 
There all that day,and almoſt all the night, Both he 
(Tootedious vete Herewles) they Hay'd : Were { 
Where how they ſpentthe time,recount I might, Let me 
But that co trouble you I am afrai'd. Andlr 
Thereforeof purpote (as I thinke moſt fit) For « 
« Thoſecircumftances I will here emit ; Tog 
Becauſe (for breuitie)I moſt intend Yer 
Ta hauerthem quickly landed at Grawſend. . Wir 
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And now conceiue them in their boate _ 7 
Their garments _— they faire ſhipr for Kene: 
4 And now ſe ſwift they furrow dowye the maine, 
As if an Arrow from a long-bow went: 
And now imagine they have ſail'd ſofaſt, 
T hat at Grancſ-endthey are arriu'd at laft. 
And now becauſe wee'l not be long a doing, 
Imagine Hercwler is cleſe a wooing. . 
Kate had her lefſon : and at fiſt was coy, 
Yet was ſhe coyly kind,and kindly nice: 
Now lift him vp with hope herto enioy, 
Now caſt him downe with doubts which did ariſe 
She ſaid his faith and long perſcueration, 
Had almoſt forc't her to commiſeration, 
And that ſhe lou'd:but wher our ſelues we are not 
We often wiſh, when doe the thing we darcnot. 
] doe confeffle I beare you ſome affeRion, | 
Alchough the ſame I yet durſt never ſhew : 
For where the Parents will haue all eleion; 
The children muſt be bended to their bow, 
And therefore fince their vvill muſt be my law, 
Let me entreat your meaning to yvith-draw : 
How happy are thoſe maids, whoſe featlefſe voice 
May of their husbands make theirawn free choice: 
Both hope and feare in Hercales his face, | 
Were ſcene to combar : yyhen he thus repli'd, 
Let meenoy thy fauour and thy grace, 
And ] reſpeQt not all thy friends befide + 03 
For — be yowilling and vvichfland 
To give their full content to my demand,, .:* 
Yertif* be wy wifethou wile agree, ' |. 
. Wichouxtheir liking] yvill raarry thae;! : - 
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Pitry ie were, your feruent loue _=_ Kate, ) 

Should want his merite and his que deſart, 

And I could wiſh,if it were not too late, 

To giue redrefle to your deſtreſſed heart 7 
But that my Parents haue decreed it meeter, 

To haue me marricd to Maiſter Peetey : 
The wealthy Linnen-Draper at the Bell, 
Though I proteft I loue you twice 8s well, 

To Maifter Peeter (quoth he) whatam I, (better 

That Shepheards-holland ſhould bee thought my 

Je 1s my Parenes will (did Kate reply) 

And they intend me to that logge to ſetter, 

But bleſt were I, before our hands doe meete, 
If I were ſhrouded in my winding ſheete, 
For ſure T am, although I doe him marry, 
True loue mito him [I ſhall never carry. 

Hereat ſhe ftaid and wept. He wip'd her eyes, 

And wept to fec her weepe; and thus replt'd 4 

My deareſt loue, before the $unne doe riſe 

Earely to morrow doe thy lelfe prouide, 

And ſecretly to Lendon with me wend, 
Where of theſe matters I will make an end, 
For I will wed chee firft,and which is ſweeter; 
I'le bed thee after in deſpight of Peter. 

And let thy froward Parents frer their fill, 

Which ſceke to marry thee againſt thy mind: 

If chou wilt grant me promiſe of good will, 

And take the courſe which I have now aſſign'd, 
Though all thy friends diſpleaſure ſeeme to cake, 
And both thy Parents doe thee quite forſtke + 
Their frownes or fauours I doe hitle (tand on, 
Por Jul death willneuer thee abandon; + __— 
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Kate which knew well, when as the Sun didſbine 

Ie was the fintefſt ſeaſon to make hay, 

| Did now thinke rmecte her Forteſſ: to refigne ; 
Conſidering dangers ifſue from delay : 

And therfore ſetting circumſtance afide, 

Becauſe his Joue ſo faithfull ſhe had tride, 

She was content next morning befage day, 

Sans fathers leaue to ſeale with hic away, 
Thus was this match cerfirm'd with many a kiffe, 
And they on all things fully were concluded : 
When loe! mine Hofleſſe(ſecming Kate to mifſe} 
Imo the roone forth-with her ſelteintruded ; (ber 

And call*d her foaxth, for much it ſeern'd to mooue 

To ſee her talking ſ-cret with ber lover, 

And therefere chiding Kate (as much offended:) 
Away they went,and ſo the woirg ended, 

And now mine Hoſt,mine Hoſtefle,8 her daughbrer, 

| Abour theſe matrers did in counſell fit, ) 
W hich when mine Hoft did beare ( ſurpriz'd with 

He much did praiſe their quicke and ny witz 
Which had ſo ſoone,and in ſuch ſubtile wile, 
Ceontriu'd ſo fine and firange an emeetprile : 

And by a ftratageme fo rare and witty, 

Had caught a ſimple Cuckoe of the City. 

But (briefly) there, without more conſultation, 

Jt was enatce, by a full conſent 

Before the Cocke did chant his ſalutation, 

Or lampes left burning in the firmament , '., © + 
That Kate next morning ſhould ber ſelfe providy. 
To mecte her lover at the waters fide : 
$ad mecting ynto him, which muſt by lot 
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Tirme,yyhich doth ſwiftly rurne all things abou, 

Brought on the time for meeting deftinate, 

When Hercules came ſoftly ſtealing out, 

And at his hecles yyent creeping louely Kate, 
Not daring almoſt breath(as he ſuppoſed) 
Fol feare that her eſcape ſhould be diſcloſed : 
How happy art thou Hercwles to finde, 

A vyench fo truly conftant,and fo kind? 

A boate vyas ready into vyhich they enter, 

Faire (hipt for Lo-don vvirhout yvinde ot tide : 

And liketo /wprer vvith his aduenture, 

(When as Exrepa on his backe did ride) 

So vp the Thames in triumph did he ferry, 


Preud of his purchaſe frollicke,blicth,and merry: 


And landing at the Tower, vvith liberal! purſe, 
Married they vvere for berter,and tor vvorie. 

Thus is the Woodcocke tail'n into the gin, 

Aud inLobs. pound intargled by a vvile 

Behold the fortune of a Citizen, | 

That makes no cenſcience others to beguile! 

In wooing time here hkewiſe vnderitand, 
Art Cuckolds-Hauen to be caft on land, 
How ominous.it 15,and hard to flie, 

The horned chance of crooked deſtinie. 

But this is for thy comfort (man ot Trade) 

Thou neither art the firſt,nor ſhalt be laſt, 

Which haſt a voyage in this manner made, 

And beene on quicke-ſands by miſ.fertune caſt 
For *tis-yncertaine to the moſt that wed, 
Whether they hauc a womans Maiden-head : 
And 'tis as hard a matter to be knowne, 


Whether they keep more children then their own. 
There- | * + 
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Therefore yerurall and champeſtriall men, 
VVhich liac in villages and Country tawnes, * 
, Doenot deride and mocke the Cirizen, 
As it there were no Cuckolds among Clownes;' 
As if your maids were Malkmns,& your wines 


Would carve no Codfiſh, wanting of your kaiues 


For 'cis reported (greater is the pitty) 
The Country partly imitates the Cirty. 
I doe confeffe, the Cirtie may of due 
Dleade of the Hornes the more abundant ſhare, 
Chiefly by reaſon of the gallant crue, * | 
V Vhich there refide. and of their daintie fare, 
Beſides,Playes Pageants, and the tilcing day, 
May gre occafionfor to runne aſtray: 
Again, their beauties, and their braueattire, 
Are greater motiues to provoke deſire, 
Nath'leſle T would not have a Ruſttcke Swaine 
| Conlemneall citizens to be cornuted, 
As that the country were devoyd of ftaine, 
Aad ;hat the cittie were alone polluted: 
For many cittizens did never ſet 
Theit wiues in ſheps more culti»mers to get: 


Thogh divers wealthy farmers hwe bin knowne, 


To keep their Landiords children as their owne. 
The thriftie Cittizen which lives by trade, 
Hath in s roome or two his wife confinde, 
So that the want of place hath ofcen made 
Some women honeſt, much againſt their minde: 
- Shenever walkezaboad, þur cither hee, 
Or his apprentice watch her narrowly; 
$othatby any means I cannor foe' 
"How euery cradeſtnan ſhonld 2 Cudkold bee, 
* F E YV Vhereas 
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62 Paſquils Night<ap. i 
Whereas the country forrefts, woods and fields, 
Groves, thickets, haycocks,prafſe, and ftandug corne 
Tofiich intents more fit occafion yeilds, 
And greater libertie to graft the Horne: 
And thercfore howſocuer the Cittie-Dame 
For pride and beauty may deſerue the naine; 
Yetcoumry arias with her huely browne, 
Is oft as willing to be tumbled downe, 
Therefore alcheugh much crazed broken wares 
Lhe vered ynto Cittizens by chance; | 
Yer ſore the country people haue their ſhares, 
And hand in hand with Citt!zens may dance; 
And this to be no tion nor a lie, 
Their Teachers in white ſheetes can teſtifie: 
So that I muſt conclude; both towne and cittie 
Have ſtore of Cuckolds,worthy,nch and wittie. 
Bur now doth Herwlcs enioy his Bride, 
Andto his houſe with glorie doth her bring; \ 
God giue you ioy his ttiends and neighbors cride, 
And ſend you comfort of your wedding ring. 
Thus for a weeke in pleaſures and delights, 
They feaft ondayes and frollicke inthe nights, 
When oe ! a ſudden ftorme did ouer-ſpread 
The mirth and reuells of their marriage bed. 
The jouiall time of paltime and content, 
W hich married perſons doe in kiſſing ſpend, 
Was ſcarce begun, when all their merriment 
By meaaes of torked fortune made an end. 
And now their hony-moone that late was clear 
Did pale, obſcure, and tencbrous appeare; 
And thrufting forth her horns, did plane bewray, 


T hat ſome are Cuckolds on their moto, 
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The reaſon cf this ſodaine diſcontene, ' 
Which nipt ſo ſoone their pleaſures in the ſpring, 
W as by occafion of anaccident, 
A luckleſſe chance, and vnexpected thing, 
That vnto maifter Hercules befell, | 
Which made him chinke his head began to ſwell, 
A ſodaine Croſſe, which did him ſo much paine, 
That now he wiſh to be vowed againe. 
They were not long conioyn d in wedlocks band, 
Bur that from them a Meſſenger was ſent 
Vrro mine hoſte, to let him voderftand 
The weacing newes, and how all matrers went: 
W hich when he heard; with words he Kaze revil'd 
Calling her grecelefie,diſobedient chalde; 
And ice ſhemarried,”all her friends vowilling) 
He ſwore, fr6 thE ſhe never ſhould have ſhilling, 
This was ſome cauſe why Hercwles might gricue, - 
A'\d of his haſty marriage ſoone repent; 1 
(The want'of portion, which ſhould him relicue, - 
The lacke of Parents fauour and conſent) | 
The want of wealth for which ſome onely marry, 
M:gh giue him cauſe with Karberize to varie: 
Buc wait of cheſe, nor all cheſe did molett hin, 
Ic was too much of one thing which hims 
T oo much, and more then he was glad to finde, 
T oo much, and more then he ſo ſoone expeRted, 
Did fo with icalous thoughts difturbe his mide, 
[ hat now his Bride by him was much ſuſpeRed. 
For as one nighc he chanced ro put.ouer 
Higtwining arme about his naked þ.guer, 
(:» married men are. wom to doe tibed) 
With fodaing feare be was atteniſhed. 
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64 Paſquils Night<ap. 
For as he there her body did embrace, 
Touching each tender and delicious limme, . 
Her breaſts, her necke,her chin, her neſc,her face 
So reund, Rtceight, pretty, beautifull, and trimme: 
. Andfinding thoſe fo pleaſant to his touch, 
-Downeward he felt if lower parts were ſuch, 
- But on ber belly when his hand was laid, 
A quicke conceit his further ſearching ſtaid, 

A quicke conceit, or thing conceived quicke, 

Vn(ter his hand he deemed for to feel; 

An4 now he thought that it did tir and kicke, 
As if it were a creature with a heele: 
- Butinthe end he certainly concluded, 
Thar in this haſty match he was deluded, 
- Andtharthis ftirting motion needes muſt be 
A living childe,and two leg'd Timpany. 

And do Lkiue? (thought he) or am I dead? 

Or doe I ſlcepe? or doe Idreame awake ? 

Or.doe I feete ? orare my ſenſes fled? 

Or doth this fir? or doe I but miſtake ? 

. No ſure, I live, and waking have perceiu'd, 

That I doe feele,my wife 15 quicke conceiu'd; 
That I doe truly fecle and plainly find 
Theſe Rirrivg motions cannot come from winde. 

And am I gulld? and made a laughing iocke, 

To hauerny chiifdren gotten to my hand? 

And had you'nvrie ({weet wite)but mee te mocke? 
Or doe you thinke I cannot vnderftand? 

_ _ ynto your baſe deſire, 
cl ur whordorme like an apple-(quire? 
No Kate, 2 hall perceiue that I __ cyes,, 

Andean diſcetne your wiles and policies. . . 
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Herewith his ſleeping wife he did awake, _ 
| And gravely to examine her begunne; 

What thing is this which doch thus ſtirring make, 

And vp and downe thy belly ſeemes torunne? (ther 

Art thou with child ? and could*Rt thou find no 0- 

Tobe thy ftale, and make yonger brother? -: 

Or doſt thou thinke I am ſo ſoone beguild, 

That I will patronize anothers childe? 
Kate,which had long before theſe things debated, ' 
Now of an anſwere wes not to proui MO, 
Nor at his ſpeeches did ſhe ſeeme amated, : 
Neither to be conceived ſhe denide. 

For I confefſe fun the) 1 fecle Tome thing 

Within my belly for toleape and ſpring, 

Which if1t be an infant, as I gather, : 

Here I will take mine othe, you are the father. 
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Doſt thou nor bluſh (ſaid he) theſe words to giue? * 
Can ic betrue, that in ſo little ſpace , By 
A child ſhould be begorten,moue,and live? 4 
| Cents if you proue ſo ſoore, and child ſo quickly, 
| We ſhall hane tore of childrenit is likely: * 
Bur *cis ſo plaine, that I will pawne my bfe, 
You were with child before y6u were my wiſe. 
And therefore early doe your ſelfe proytde, + 
And backe againe vnto your friends repaire; 
For I will be no Gold-ſmith, for to-hide, 
And guild the out-ſide of your copper wate, 
.Nor will I be a Marchant of recalle, 
To ſet your brokenmarchandize ro ſale; 
Ns mittris Kate; your cunning is t60 ſhallow, 
I am not yet ſoblinde ſuch flics to ſwallow. -* 
. E 3 Kate 
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1. Paſquils Night<op. 
Kate was not daunted at his boiſterous threats, 
Nor of his mighty menaces affraid, 
Ncicher for pardon at his hands entrears, 
But boldly vnco Hereades (he 1aid; 
- Haue I (fayd ſhe) vafortunate,vnbleſt, 
Againſt my Parcms liking and bebe, 
for (vnwiſcly) choſen thee, 
Reieing many beter of degree? 
Anll are you now fo icalous without ground ? 
Orelſe growne weary of your wedding Rate ? 
Do you not know,when matriage once hath bound, 
That afterwards eis too late? | 
Haue I caft off my friends at your petition ? 
And would you now diuorce me for ſuſpicion ? 
Making your ſelfe a by-word ynro men, | 
And laughing fiocke to every Citizen. 
Well Minion (anſwered he) I tell you plaine, 
T'lenot be bob'd with ſuch a ſlight excuſe; 
You know, without a cauſe Idoe not plaine, 
Nor will I pocket vp this vilde abuſe: 
For though vll death the Jawes of wedlock bind, 
Yer 1ntlis caſe Iam not of your mind; 
For if coadicions be diflolu'd by you, 
The forfeit ef the bond Ile ſtand vnto. 
If I (fayd ſhe) have broke my plighied vow, 
Or fince the marriage gone one ſtep awry, 
Then vſe therigour which aw doth allow, 
And of che forteic take the penalty : 
But from my promiſe ſince 1 havenot.(weru'd, 
Rut haue my faith invivlatc abſcru'd,.  - .-. 
) craue no fauour : therefore do your worlt,: 
Ji 1s your cJ;12d, and you ſhall ſceitnurſk, " 
And / 
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« Paſquils Night-cap. 67 
And though my wrathfull Parents for your fake, 
Out of their loue and fauour haue me throwne, 

| Yet bothof them 1 will acquainted make, 

And preſently ſend for them to the towne: (grieved 
And though my fooliſh choyce much hath them 
Wherrby I might deſpaire to be relieued ; 

Yet lince my honeſt name is at the ſtake, 
I hepe that now they will me not forſake, 

Thus for that night the conference had end, 

And carelefle Kate fell quickly faſt aſleepe : 

But Maiſter Herewles the night did ſpend, 

In troublous thoughts, which did him wakiag keepe; 
Sometimes he thought to put her quite away ; 
Sometimes ſuppos'd ir firter ſhe ſhould ſtay ; 
Sometimes to make it knowne he deemed beſh; 
Sometimes much better that it were ſuppreſt. 

For if he caſt her off,or made it knowne, 

$\ Though to her ſhare great fcandall might betide, 

Zet he perceiu'd the ſcorne would be his owne, 

And that the world his folly would deride : 

Or if he kept her,and the fault conceale, 

(To Qin reproaches inthe common-weale) 

Yet inwardly ſome griefe would ſtill be cleauing, 
Becauſe that he mult take anothers leauing: 

And thus perplexed in his doubtfull mind, 

Conſulting with himſelfe he lay all night, 

Yntill the Roſie morning had sffign'd, 

The clou«'s of darkenefle to auoid the light: 
When from his bed ariſing preſently, 
He went ymeo a neighbour dwelling by, | 
His trufty friend, a Mid wife by yocation, ; 
Of great experience,and good eſtimation. 
| E 4 Full 
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Full twenty yeeres ſhe had a vyidow beene 

Like ro a Turtle movrnirg for her mate, 

Yer fat andplumpe ſhe vyas for tobe ſcene, 

As if but little care ſhe v{'d to take : , 

' Many a match 21d married copulation 

Had beene affeted by ket infiigation. 

True talkative ſhe was, like all the ret, 

And could tel! bawdy tales,and breake a teſt. 
Somelictle skill ſhe had in Surgery, ECT, 
And could redrefſe, and cure diſcates hidden, 
Which doe proceed from luſt and fe _ 

By taſting of thoſe ſruits which are forbidden, 
By vvhich occaſion ſhe was well acquainted 
With divers Citizens thar had beene tainted, 
And for this ſecret cauſc,or for ſome ethers 
Was Herenles well knowne to this old mother. 


' Vmothis ghoftly Counſailor he came, 


And a!l his grie«ancelet ber vnderttand : 
Defiring her, that to prevent the ſhame, 


. V'Vhich did atrend his credit hard at hand, - 


She vvould adviſc him inher pollicy, 

V Vhat he ſhould doc in this perplexity ; 

And ſo the ory of his woe he told : 

From point ro point,as 1 did erſt yrfold. 
Which whenold mother Martbones did heare, © 
Like to a ſage 3nd ſyber Ape ſhe ſmiled, 

And thus repli'd 1 wis,my neighbours dreare 
Jt1s hard meafureto be thus begtiled, © 


And (\ure) it carnot chuſe but vex your mind © 
Such quicke conception inyour wife ro Fn = 
Nor truely {neighbour ) e211 I mich you Llatne, 


I: ;oy be mou'd and angry for the ſane, 
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Paſquils Night-cap. »9 
But let me tell yon ; 'Tis no time to grieue, 
Or raiſe tumultuous braw les about this thing 
Jarring dcb.te cannot your wrong relieuc, 
Nor any helpe unto your head-ache bring. 
Rather with patience,and with quiet carriage, 
Support the croſſes of your haſty marriage. 
For ſince the Prieſt the wedding knot hath tide, 
For betrer and for worſe ſhe is your Bride. 
Keepe her you muſt with quietneſle or ſtrife, 
And therefore make you choyce of which you will, 
If ſhe be true or falſe, ſhe is your wife, 
Sois ſhe htkewile,be ſhe good or ill. | 
It ſhe be far and rich, or leaneand poore ; 
If Saint or Diuell, honeſt or a whore; 
After the weddings ſportfull celebration 
It is too [ae to make a recanration, 
To put her quite away for this her claime 
In law and conſcience you can haue no reaſon : 
For fioce the fault wa; done before your time, 
Cauſe ot divorce doth now come out of feaſon, 
Since therefore by no incanes you can forlake her, 
Bur that with all her faulcs you necdes muſt take 
'Tis rache, for your credit to conceale it, (her 
Then to your ſhame and jnfarny reueale it. 
And yet I wou'd not haue you fo content, 
Wholly to cloke an4 ſwallow this abuſe ; 
Make hen of anger, wrath and diſcontent, 


Neither allow of any blind excuſe : 
Threaten diuorce,and if that beare no ſway, 
Privately ſend her to her friends away. 
And boldly let them know, that backe againe 
You never meane your Wife to entertaine. 


Which 
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70 Peſquils Night<ep. 
Which _ w Parents ſee, that till make ſhowe 
Ofpreat diſpleaſure ar their daughters choyce, 
eferdes vvill yvich portion —- mh 
Nor vvith kiad looke,nor comfortable voyce. 
VVhenthey behold their daughter in that caſe, 
Turn'd out of doores yato their foule diſgrace, 
La wa they haue bia prou:l & ſour, 
Then ſhall you ſec thera glad to ſecke you out. 
Then fhall you ſee them humbly to you ſue, 
VVirh faire eatreaties,and much obſecration, 
That her offence you vrould yvith pitty viewe, 
And ontheir yeares take ſome commiſeration, 
And not to inake them and their onely daughter, 
The ſcornefull ſubicR of reproch and laughter. 
Then vvill theypromiſe much and giue you more, 
If you rvill Geepe her ftill and falue this ſore. 
And now,alchough at firſt you were vnwilling 
ver againe to take their daughter Kate ; 
et when you ſee your cheſtes and chambers filling 
VVith tore of money,houſechold Ruffe and plate. 
Then may you ſceme by little to relent, 
And (in your loue) her tolly to lament, 
And that you pleaſe (ypon her good behaviour) 
At their requeſts to take her inco fauour. 
Thus ſhall you purchaſe both her Parents loue, 
Obraine great riches, and conceale your ſhame : 

And this your kindnefle will your yvife ſo moue, 
(If ſhe taue any grace to vveigh the ſame ) | 
That ſhe vvi!l proue ſo honeft, kind, and chaſt, 

That ſhe will ſarisfie for all is paſt, 
And all your friends which ſee her yertuous life, 
Will blefle your fortune in ſo geod a yvife. 


WO 
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And thoygh ſhe be big-bellied with a child, 
That you are ceriaine cannot be your owne 2 
Let it not grieue you tobe thus beguild, 
(Conlidering that the matter is not knowne) 
Neither retuſe to patronize the ſame, 
And Chriſten it according to your name, 
For many wealthy Citizens haue done it, 
And either d:d not know,or could not ſhun it. 
For better is your caſe then many others, 
VVhoſe iealous mindes are ſtill oppreſt with feare, 
Euecr ſuſpeRing v hen your vviues grow mothers, 
They are not fathers to the babes they beare, 
And (till amb:guous,that their wives diſſembls, 
If their yorg Infants doe them not reſemble 
| V'Vhereas you need not feareto be beguild, 
For you are certaine itis not your child. 
And though it be not yours,nor you can te{l 
Whar Cuckoe laid this egge within your oeft, 
Imagine itis yours ad all 1s well. 
For in imagination all deth reſt, 
Mary a manis by his wife beguild, 
And yet imagines he begot the child, 
For whither children be your owne or no, 
Imagiration onely makes them ſo. 
Your wife hath dcne amifſe and ſo haue 
(For who offends not, either ſoone or latter) 
The moſt have wanton motions: Neither can 
Excuſe my ſclfe,vnlefle my ſelfe I flatter, 
Bot when that I was Jong, I wasenclin'd, 
As other merry wenches are by kind, 
For this is all the difference can be ſpide 
She 16 lcaſt faulty, that can faults beſt bide, 
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Then fince ſhe is but likg Four neighbours wiues; 
(Onely her lucke is worte tg haue it knowne) 
Since you are tied together for your lives, 

And cannot be diuorſt,as I have ſhowne, 

And fince you cannot her diſgrace report, 

But it will breede your ſcorne: let me ex.ort, 
That you conceale her faulty and lec her friends 
With bags of money make you ſome amends. 

Thus did 'that polliticke old woman prace, 

And Hereales went home well ſatisfied, 

Meane while you muſt conceiue, that crafty Kate, 

Was neither idle,nor ill occupied. 

For ſhe (poſt haſt) a meſſenger had ſent 

To Re her Parents know how all things went, 
And todefire them (fince ſheſtood in need ) 
They would repaire to London with all ipced, 

And for tokcepe without her husbands reach, 

Locke in a chamber all that day ſhe ſate, 

Becauſe ſhe had no minde to heare him preach, 

Nor of thoſe matters tocxpoſtulate. 

But when her Parents were come to the towne, 
Out ofher chamber ſhe came ſadly downe, 

Her head cloſe bound, her countenance deieted, 
And on her kneestheir blefſing ſhe expected. 

But they, (#s though ſhe had not beene their child 

Or they difdeigned to know her) look'd aſide. 

With bitter words they ſhaipely her reuil'd, 

And outwardly made ſhew to bgawle and chide, 
But Kate wich teares of ſorrow and contrition 
Vpon her knees for pardon made petition; 
D-fring them, (ſince her offence was paſt) 

T hey would forgiue her, and forger at latt. 


Marricd 


Married 1 am (quoth ſhee) and would to God, 
T hat I could truly ſay I were not married; 
But till repentance whip ys with her red, 
With headfirong yeuthfull wills we are ſo carried 
We cannet turve: vntill too late we finde 
Our ſelves vnto cur ſeJves are moſt vnkinde : 
And yet how bleſt and happy were wy ſlate 
Now to repert,if it were not too late. 
Bur 1 amtied co fuch a crabbeqd Clowne, 
That all this Citie ſcarce hath ſuch a fellow 
For he doth nothivg clic but lowre and frowne, 
And hath his hoſe already died in yellow ; 
Becouſc I breed he twits me with a crime, 
And ſaith I am with child before my time : 
And though I left you all (by his perſwaſion) 
He meanes to caft me off by this occafion. 
Herewith a dropping ſhowre of trickling teares, 
(As moſt ot them haue weeping at command ) 
Did ſtop her ſpeech. And Hercmles appeares, 
Which in the next 1oome all this while did ſtand; 
With whom mine Hoſtefle in great rage & choler 
(Sceming much mou'd 10 fee her daughters do- 
In hatty manner did begin to chide, (lour) 
Thar ſo vnkindly he had vi'd his Bride. 
And hath our daughter againſt our intent . 
Madechnyce (ſaid ſhe) of ſuch a froward mate ? 
Hath ſhe without our liking and conſent 
(Preferring your good will before our hate) 
Left all her friends,and gone with you away, 
And inthis ſore doe you ber loue repay ?-- 
Now (donbtlefſe) ſhe hath made a goodly metch 
Fiſhug ſo farre,ax length a Frog te catch, OY 
" t 
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"4 Paſquils Night< op. 
What ſhe hath caught in fiſhing (he replied 
May by her belly ev be —— , 
Bur for my part, it cannot be denied, 
Bur with a Frog or worle,] am deceiued, 
Yer howſocre a Frog fall to my ſhare, 
Becauſe in fiſhing 1 did not beware, 
Since that the Frig too ſnone doth multiply, 
Ile neither keepe the Frog, nor yet her fry. 

The fmple truth 1s this, I doe nor meane 

To ſtile anothers baſtard by my name. 

He which did till the furrowes Jet him gleane, 

And reape the crop that, growes ypon \ 4 ſame: 
Your dauyhrer is with child : and I doe find 
That by no meanes it can be of n:y kind. 
Therefore I am reſolu'd, (let come what may) 
Within my houle ſhe ſhall no longer tay. 

Sir (ſaid mine Hoſtefle) if that ſhe were cleare, 

F would thioke ſcorne to pin her on your fleeue, | 

Bur fince ſhe is with child (as you doe feare) 

And yer are married (though withour our leave) 
Whether that you be wil:ing, orelſe loch 
You ſhall maintaine and patronize them both : 
For I am ſure you wed not to the half, 

Yours is the Cow, and you ſhall keepe the Calfe, 
She is with child, you ſay, and what of that ? | 
"Tis none of yours, you thinke:how can you proue K? 
I fay, if that ſhe be with child, it's flat, - 

That yeu muſt father, keepe,p- ore&, and loue it. 
Bur *tis not yet a mentb fince you were married, 
And therefore you ſuppeſe ſhe hath miſcaried: 
Bur give me leaue to ſay ,you are deceiu'd 
For duers in kfle imehane beene conceiu'd. - 

You 


_— 


You are too yong 23 yet, and much to ſeeke, | 

What cotheſe woemens matters doth belong 

You thinke, ynlefle ſbe goe full forty weekes, 

That ſhe hath plaied you falſe and done you wrong; 
Alas (good men) how cunving you will be 
In your wiues childivg,and deliverie ? 

Before you ſcarce know how to get a child, 
You will keepe reckoning leſt you be beguil.d. 

To ſee the child we is your part: 

It is your wiues to bring them forth in ſeaſon, 

It ſhewes a icalous and ſuſpicious heart, 

How long or ſhort they reckon,for toreaſon 
Neuer was man with child. And therefore no man 
Can tell thoſe things ſo truly as a woman 
And therefore to your proofe I make deniall, 
Since by report you ſpeake, and not by triall. 

Some foole,or grofſe Phyfition brought to lighs 

$ This fond opinion firſt of fourty weekes : 

| But I will ſhew by arguments aright, 

That this opinion 15 not worth two leckes : 

For though in ancient times it n_ be crue, 
Yet inthe yeares and ages that enſue 

Ir ſtill ſhould bold, is no ſound inference, 

As ] will ſhew by good experience. 

In former ages,when the world began, 

And that dame Nature was in her full ſtrengrh, .. 

The time of life appointed ynto man, 

Nine bundred-and odde yeares was then in| 
Then wiues had time to breed ( as Writers tpll ) 
And tooke tmore leiſure for to dee things well, 
Their childien were far greater, large,& fitonger, 
Which yes the cauſe that they accounted longer. 
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For then child but newly come to light, 
Lying in cloutes vpon his Nurſes knee, . 
Was cuery way 25 great in outward light, 
As now at 20.yeares a mancan bee : 
Ard therefore ſuch great children mult by reaſon 
Vmeo their birth requite a longer ſeaſon 
T hen doe @ur little, filly, Pigmie brats, 
V'Vhich, in reſpe*t of them are but like Rats, 
Another inſtance likewiſe doth me mouc, 
V'Vhich much availerh for this rruths diſcerning, 
V Vhen our forefathers firſtbeganto loue, 
And generations art vyas but in kearning, 
Men were not halfe {o skilfull in the Trade, 
As now by long experience they are made : 
And therefore ſhorter time will terue ( I hold » 
To bring forth children now,then did of old. 
Againe, dame Nature is more fertile growae, 
Then erſt ſhe womed for to be of yore, 
Twice in 2 yeare you {ce ſome meadowes mowne, 
And trees to bring forth fruir, (not ſecnc before) 
Twice ina yeare ſome. Ewes doe multiplie, 
And more then twice ſome creatures fructihe: 
And diuers vviues,v vhoſe faith vvants no excuſe, 
Three or toure children at one bitth preduce. 
In ancient time full 4o. yycckes did need, 
Becauſe their babes vycre of a larger fize + 
But now,dame Nature making better ſpeed, 
A great dealc ſhorter time doth vyell ſuffice. 
or many wocmen,after they are wed, 
Inleffc then 20. vverkes are brought a bed 
And fornc ia 10. and ſome in more,ſowe leffe, 
According to their kind, and fruittulacle. -. .: 
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And which is yet more e then all the reſt, 

But nor ſo ſtrange as true; I know a wife, 

That was cftcem'd as honeſt us the beſt, 

And true vnto her husband all her life: 

W hich, ere a moneth was fully paſt and done 
After the wedding, had a goodly ſonne : 

And yet I knovy her husband will be ſworne, 
The childe was his, altbcugh ſo quickly berue. 

And therefore, if you meane to live mn quiet, -- 

It is your beſt to make no further trouble, 

The childe is yours, it boots not to deny it, 

And you the father, though ſhe carry double: 
Well (an{wered Hercules) 1 doe not meane/ 
To keep a baſtard,and anothers queane: ' 
Good words (ſaid ſhe)& thenthe harme is ſmall; 
You muſt and ſhall, and there's an end of all. 

When as mine hofte did heare them grow ſo hoe, . 

Which all this while ood tent withour ſpeech, ' 

With milder words, (as they had layd the plot) 

That they would heare him tpeake, he did beſcech : 
I canuot tell (quoth he) co what intent 
You hold this (trong and need!efſe argument; 
For many idle words may breed contufron, 

Bur neuer bring theſe macters to concluſion. 
The caſe is thus : Our daughter you haue married . 

VVithout our leaue,our liking and conſent; 

And therefore if ſhe chance to haue miſcarried, 

Ir is your ivft deſerued puniſhment: 

It we had beene the _—— ” this march, 3 

You might haue ſayd, we did you cony-carch: 

Bur ek vvas on yvorke , againſt your mind, 

You muſt be pleaſde to take ſuch as you figd. 
F 
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] ſpeakenotthis, becauſe that I doe thinke 
My daughter hath plaid falſe, and done you wrong, 
Burfor tolet you kyow,that you muſt drinke 
As you haue brew'd, be ir ſmall or ftrong 1 
ſides, the _ tha (he haue offended) 
Againft your perſon cannot be intended : 
Becauſe the damage, treſpas and tranſgrefſion 
- VVas done before that you were in poſſ-lion. 
Likewiſe the Lavves of holy Church doe binde, 
And talt combine you during all your lite, 
Sotbat no fault, which at the firſt you finde, 
1s cauſe ſufficient to divorce your wite: 
For by the Prieſt you vader-vyent this curſe, 
To have and hold for better and for worſe: 
- Then ſure by ſaw you neuer can forſake her, -(her. 
With all her faults(perforce)you needs muſt take 
And never grudge for totake her for your Mace, 
Far ſhe deſerves your loue ; I can you tell, 
She might hauec had your betters in eſtate, 
And left them all becauſe ſhe lou'd you well; 
Aad for her honeſtie I novy dare ſvyeare, 
She is as honeſt as her mother heere: 
It is but ſome conceit which feare hath bred, 
That thus with icalouſic doth fill your head. 
Here: take her, loue her, and God giue you ioy; 
And you ſhall haue 300. pounds in hand; 
And, after we are dead, you ſhall enioy, 
Our houſe,our goods, our mony,and ourlande. .. 
Aad if you chinke that K ate hath you beguild, 
And therefore doe repinc co keepe the child,” 
Send it to vs, and we will encertaine it, .; 
And at our proper charges will mainaine it.” 
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TVhen theſe good motions Hercaler did heare, + 
Although at firſt he ſeemed diſcoment, 

\ Yeratr < laſt all things concluded were, 

And he well pleaſde with their arbitrement: 

And thus you ſee how Kate herlelfe bebaued, 
Whercby bs name and credit might be ſaued: 
How Hercales is wiu'd and well befriended, 
And all parts pleaſde , and thus my Taleis cnded, 

But from this ſtorie which I late haue told, 

Some few ſhort obſeruations kr vs gather; 

Firſt, how the Cittizen for loue of gold, 

An others child was willing for to father: 

Whereby we may ditcerne the ſeruile minde 
Of many Cirtizens in this ſame kinde, 

That tor defire of profit will not ſhrinke 

"Ar ſuch {:nall faults, and greater, for to winkc, 

Yea, ſnme of them are ſo inloue with mony, 

, Or clſc,ſo couctous to have hornes budding, 

That to allure great Beares vnto their hony, 

And huogric dogs vnto a dirtie pudding: 

They will not ſticke to make their wiucs a Stalg 
To draw on Cuſtomers for berrter (ale; 

And vmo ſome it is the ſureſt prop, 

To haue a hanſome woman keep their ſhop. 

And this is one great reaſon I ſuppoſe, 

That in great townes ſo many Cucko!ds ſwarme: 

For o_ 2 woman beauteous as _ 

Sits in the paſſengers to charrne, 

Like — in Ann. 4 doth ſhe flix 

In dagger eu'ry minute co be ſplit: | 
Anil though ſhe doth eſcape both rocks and ſend, 
Yex is nx ſafe, yall ſhe come to land. 


'£ 


F 2 Fer 


Cornny. 

A corncll 
tree Or a 
erce wherc- 
of Buckcrs 


makepricks 


_ EM 


80 Paſquils Night<qp. 
For after all theſe Rory guſts are paſt, 

And windes are —_— are calrme and ſtill, 
On ſubrile Syrens ſhe may fall at aſt, 


Whole ſmiles arc wiles, whole kindeft looks do kille | 


Beſides, on cruel! Pirats ſhe may light, 
And be encountred inthe darke of night; 
And thogha while ſhe fight, yer ten to one, (gone. 
Some cannen ſhoeres her through,aud then (hee's 
Even ſoa Citizen that ſers his wife 
A publike Loadſtone to attraRt mens eyes, 
Doth vnto danger leaue her honeſt life, 
Amongſt both Syrexs Stormer, and Pyracies: 
And therefore, ifrhat ſome be Cuckolds named, 
Onely themſelves I thinke are eo be blamed: 
For notwithftanding all their ſhops pretence, 
They are the bawds vnto their wiues offence. 
Yea ſome of them, (as though this were too little) 
To hood the forked corners of their head) 
Although they know their wiues be fraile & brittle, 
And apt into temprationsro be led, 
Yet vmo Tauerns, (peRtacles and Playes, 
And to the Court ypon the folemne dayes, 
will conuoy them very faire and quaint, 
As though a woman were an earthly Saint. 
And yet miftake not, for I will not ſay, 
But rnany of chem are both chaſte and pure; 
Yer thoſe are meanes to make them runne aſtray, 
For golden booties ſoone doe theeues allure: 
And yetthey need no windeto blow the fire, 
For they are hot cuenof their owne defire, 
And ſome of them (thogh kept with key & lock) 
Will graft a horne-thorne tree ypon your tocke. 
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A well-cenceited fition I haue read, 
Among the tories which old Poets framed, 


/ Of one that had within his carcfull head, 


An hundred eyes; and he was Argus named. 

And yet for all his eyes which never cloſed, 

But euermore to watching were diſpoſed, 

One filly woman he could hardly keepe, 

For whiles he ſlept but once,ſhe plaid bo-peep. 
Oh whar deceitful] crickes haue women kinde, 
When they intend their luft ro ſatisfie? 

How boundlefle and inſatiate is their minde, 
When they are bent to lawleſſe luxurie? 

How brittle,fickle,wauering, falſc and fraile, 

Like to a wether-cocke, ſtill turning taile? 

So that to write their faults, who doth intend, 

May well beginne, but ne'r (hall make anend. 
But why ihould I complaine of letchery ? ObieRion: 


' Orprefſe bad wiues with ſuch an exclamation? 


Since they yphold the Hate of Cuckolarie, 
And are the pillars of that ordination: 
If that the fruit be good, no cauſe I ſee, 
Why we ſhould faulr,or diſcommend the tree; 
Or by our malice ſceke the mans difgrace, 
V Vhich by his cunning gr» fc it in > place. 
The end is all (the proverbe old doth ſay) 
And doth approve, or difallow each thing : | 
Nor doe the cauſes wander much aſtray, | 
V'Vhich to a good concluſion matters brings 
If that a woman ſomewhat tread awry, 
And follow ſports of luſt and venery, | = 
Why (hould we blame her fince ſhe doth pretend | 
Her husbands good and credit inthe end. | 
F 3 VVhart | 
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22 Paſquils Nightetap.” 
What reaſon have I then (may ſore ſuppoſe) 
To raile at women in this bitter manne1? , 
If wiues were true, and free from ſecret blowes, 
How ſhould their husbands purchaſe ſuch an horner 
' Ifthat a Cuckold be fo braue aname, _ 
They rather merit praiſe, thefl avy blame: 
And thus. will Aſo ſnarling brood complaine, 
Whar late I prais'd, I now diſpeaiſe againe, 
Well could I wiſh the world were at that ftay, 
And every woman of ſo honeſt carriage, 
That hornes, which now þeare ſuch a mighty ſway, 
Might be exil'd the bonds of lawfull marriage: | 
ut ſince this fortune hath befalne ſo many, 
I ſfay not, that I cannot exempt any: 
Better it were the title ſhould be graced, 
Then honeſt Cuckeclds viterly defaced. 
And though when fruit is good, we cannct blame, 
Or fault the perſon which did graft the tree; 
Yet inthe ground which other men doe claime, 
VVecannot plant, ner graft, nor ſowe as free: 
Each hath his parcell; that which is incloſed, 
Muſt at the owners plesſure be diſpoſed; 
If ground de ſcarce, the cqmmon fields be cheape, 
Yet lct men ſowe whereas they meane to reape. 
Theend is all; and ſo may Cuckoles fing, 
For many men are Cuckolds in the end; 
Yetliule good proceedeth from thatthing 
To hor, which doth her husband thus offend. 
For wheae ſhe waselteemed chaſte before, 
Now ſhee is taken for a _w whore; 
Nor was het cog} to win hia reputation, - 
But tor to quench the flames of fornication. ' 
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If that a tyrant merits any praiſe, 
Which doth adiudge a Martyr to 
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be la ine, 


Then doth a wanten wife which ſpends her dayes © 


In making hornes to breed her husbands bane 
N Deſerue great thankes : For both alike w 
To be the cauſes of their deſtenie. 
Bur though bad manners better orders breed, ' 


e ſee, 


Still they are nought, & ſhame ſhal be their med. 


None I ſuppoſe is of ſo vild alife, 


But wil affirme ic by his owne confcſſion : 

To havecloſe dealing with anothers wite, 

It is a ſhamelefſe and a greactranſgreſſzon; 
Yet though from thence ariſe a Cuckolds narne, 
No blemiſh-can redound vnto the ſame.” | 
For ought we ſce,cuen from a dung-hill growes, 
Sweet flewers, which neither ſence nor odour lofe. 


Many a man of credit, and good place, 

Hath earnd greatriches by a ſtinking Trade : 
And neither doth his lining him delace, 

Nor of a baſer reckoning is he made. 
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Why then ſhould men thus ſcorne a Cucko!ds lite, 7c pg p 
For that his name comes by a (tinging wife ? ww! 
Who doth diſlke good meat,is void of wit, 
Although a greazie ſcullian turne the ſpit. 


Many a wicked father hath beene knowne. 
To haue a ſonne of good and honeſt life : 

And many a famous Cuckold of renowne, 
Hath erſt beene married toa wanton wife. 


Aud yet the womans lewdnefle is no ſhame 
Vnto the credit of a Cuckolds game. 

For (certs) a Cuckold in his generation 

Js held a najne of worth and eſtimation. 
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And of all men that live ypon the ground, 

None can more fitly be a Martyr named : 

For with ſuch ſcoffes and mockes his dayes abound, 
As would in truth make any man aſhamed, 


But that with patience he is poſſcſt, 
Which makes him happy and his ſtate more bleſt, 
For Patience ſuch a noble vertue is, 

. As will in fine promote him vnto bliſſe. - 


This is the cauſe ſo many learned Clarkes, 
So many ancient Authors,and graue men, 
Did inther ſeuerall volumes and their, workes, 


Much in the praiſe of worthy Cudkolds pen. 


For where this patience is ſo wuch commended, 
A Cuckolds bonour needes mult bEintendes.. 

. And well we may expound them is char lenlc, 
Since.that a Cuckold is all Patience 


And rather troly might thoſe leaned wits, 
Applaud a Cuckold vnder that pretence : 
Becauſe this verve, which that ſtate befirs, 
Might beare among them ſome preheminence. 
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And fince it might ſeeme fooliſh to dilate, 
In open words the glory of their Rate ; 

Betrer rhey thought to ſer before her cyes 
The patient Cuckolds praiſes in this wiſe, 


Twhy the Orator ſo much admir'd, 


| Theparagonof ſfeer-tun'd Eloquence, 
Rec qui fs- Tn ſuch a robe of glory hath attir'd 
©42% $" A Cuckolds Vertue and his Patience 
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Reputed him as cquail to the gads. 


That he nor onely hath preferd him clecre 
Before all men that are,or eucr were; 


But alto hath (without reſpeQ of ads) 
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I lit not here alledge what all have (aid, 
In commendation of the patient cure, 
The vſuall examples, which are made, 
Doeproue my ſayings and aſſertions true. 
Thar ſure I wond-r, and I much admire them, 
(Vnleſſe the horns with patience do inſpire them) 
How they ſo meckely ſuffer and abide, 
The wrongs and iniurics which them bertide. 
But (doubtleſſe) they are men of gallant parts, pg; nc 
And ſcorne totake revenge for cuery toy : le nobile, 
It fits not valorous and noble hearts 
Topicke 8 quarrell with each ſcuruy boy : 
They liue contented (ill what ere befall, 
And for their croſſes neither fight nor brall : 
What Fortane ſends,they willingly receiue, 
As you by thisexample may perceive, 
An honeſt good plaine-dealing man of life, 
W hich got his living daily by his labour, 
Finding a knaue in ſporting with his wife, 
And playing frolickly vpon his Tabor, 
Did not, as ſome would vſc to ſweare & [wagger, A wiſc and 
And at the firſt fight itab him with his dagger ; _— 
But in good words he wiſht they would amend, 2 ' 
And let him goe, becauſe he was his friend, 
Here is aglaſſc tor all men to behold 
How great the patience of a Cuckold is, 
Worthy inleauecs of brafſe to be inrold, 
That ha ages might remember this. 
Neuer was perſon of ſo mild a heart, 
That if he / wy his wife at ſuch a part, 
Would with ſuch quiet brooke ſo great a ſcorne, 
Except he had an intereſt in the horne. 
I know 
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Note this I know ſome hot-ſpurd-youths,which are not wed, 
my yolg Will {weare this Cuckold was a very lout : 
For if that tliey had found the knaue a bed, 
Zound's, by the eares they would haue puld him ou, 
They would haue beate the villaine like a Gocke, 
That neuer after he ſhould loue the ſmocke : 
Andin ſuch manner they would ric the Boore, 
Scarce he ſhould goe aliuc out of their doore. 
Omnes faci- Thus will my yourthfull triplings,in their vaine, 
le cum vale- Brap of their valour,ere they gee to field. 
mu KeAs But yaunting Souldiers oftentimes are flaine 
conſfilizegrs : 3 
4 demys, Orinthe battle forced for to yeeld, 
An empty veſlell giues a mighty ſound, 
When leaſt or nothing can therein be found. 
Many cantell the way to tame a ſhrow, 
But they which haue the woman doe not know. 
Ofc haueI heard a gallant fy as much, 
And ſtamp,8&(ſweare,that he would flea him quicke; 
Yet hath his fortune afterwards beene ſuch, 
Though he haue come euen in the very nicke, 
And taken one in b-urding with his wife, 
Hedurſt not draw his dagger for his life, 
But was coment to faine himſelfe aſleepe, 
Meane while his head was armed like 2 ſheepe, 
What ae they better if they take the knave, 
And beat him foundiy,or bercaue his hife ? 
Can they auoid the title they mult have? _. 
Or purchaſe any credit to their wite ? 
"Tis but a meanesto breed their further ſcorne, 
Becauſc ſogricuouſly they take the: norne. 
Berter it 1s to lee, andnoteſpy 1 
Then'>y their Folly anteto to Golcty tte 
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But if the Cuckold-maker be ſo bold, 

Toturne againe, and brauely play the man, 

And knocke the Cuckold wilethe cudgell hold, 

In what-a taking is the Cuckold than ? 
Surely by this needs muſt he gaine profoundly, 
That both is Cuckolded and beaten ſoundly, 
Much wiſer migh he ſeemeto hol.1 his peace, 
Then with ſhrewd knocks his ſorrews to increaſe 

If my aduiſe may ſerue in ary ted, 

Rather 1 giue thee counſell not to ſee, 

When thou beholdtft = knaue within thy bed, 

Then for to make a brawle,or murinic : 
For he thar rakes the horne in ſuch a grudge, 
A very {imple tellow men himiudge.. | 
When he that is not halte fo foole-preciſe, 
Is oft eſteemed to be very wiſe, 

And well may he be taken for a Clowne, 

Which, when he cannot ternedy the thing, 

Doth in iis fury trouble all che towne, 

And make the countrey of his folly ring. 
But thogh the vulgar ſort a Cuckold deeme him, 
Yet worthy of thar name I not ctteeme him. DR 
For to the hone this vertue doth belong, wnaiy << 
That patrent beads muſt vndergoe cach wrong: yg a cuc- 

And now vpen ſuddento my bght koJd. 

Preſents himſcife a greater foolethen this ; 

Which is not onely pleas'd to bring to light, 

And make a wonder of his wiues amille. 
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But for to proue himſelte a very Daw, Oy 
Needes muſt he be diuorced by the Law. _ ru 
The firft ; By witneſſe is 4 Cackold cleped, cuckold by 


This ; Zy anthority the bornes hath reaped. authority. 
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Paſquils Night-cap. 
Graue-headed fathers of the horned crue, 
And all yee patient friends of Cackoldſkure, 
Let meentreat a little boone of you : 

(Tis for you good and credit I require) 
Baniſh theſe peafaars, theſe two lowring anglers, 
Expell them from your company for wr I 
Race out their names and titles from your booke, 
Which their good fortune with ſuch fury brooke. 

Neuer let them be ranked in your band, 

Which grieue to haue thar Head-peece made of 

It cannee with your reputation ſtand, (home, 

Your coleurs by faint cowards ſhould be borne. 
Plucke off their horns,& on their coxcombs place 
A paire of Aﬀes eares to their diſgrace. 

Well doth their folly this old ſaying fit, 
Al meale-contented Cnckoldbath no wit. 

For let me but expoſtulace this caſc; 

Although to you I know it is but yaine, 

Which are of wiſdome,and with time and place 

Can order all your ations to your gaine. 

What better is the wood-cocke, made 2 wonder, 
When with a knaue he ſees his wife lye vnder ? 
Or what amendment doth he reape from hence, 
To put her quite away for this offence ? 

I muſt confeſſe (perforce) this is the way 

Tolet the world haue notice of his name : 

Yethim [ hold a foole which doth diſplay | 

Thoſe things which may redound ynto his ſhame. 
And greater is his madneſſe I ſuppoſe, 

Which whe he hath good fortune ſcarcely knows 
But moſt kis folly,if 1 dare fo ſay, | 
Which bolts the deore when fteed us ftolve away. 
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Berrer it is ih quier cake the cup, 
(Since what is weuen carvot © vnſpun) 
And patiently to drinke thy ſorrowes vp, 
Than call in queſtion what thy wife hath done. 
If of the hornes perchance thou art aſhamed, 
Tentimes as much by this thou art defamed : 
And where to few before the fault was knowne, 
Now all about the ceuntrey it is blowne. 
Thou mai'ft remoue th'occafion of this marter, 
And by a lawfuil courſe d:uorce thy wife : 
Yer with the vulgar ſort, which cannot flatter, 
Thou ſhalt be thought a Cuckold all chy life. 
And though with equity you be ynticd, 
The moſt will cenſure hardly on thy fide : 
For whether part ſocuer bein fault, 
Still is the husband deemed for to halt. 
But to conclude, when all is come abour, 
, And that from thee thy wife is quite diuorced, 
What haſtthou earned but a mecke or flout ? 
For till to weare the hornes thou muſt be forced. 
Yet here proceeds great cauſe to make thee ſorry, 


Jett 


The name of Cuckold giues to thee no glory : 
And though the title make another bleft, 
Shame and diſgrace it paints yponthy creſt. 
The pureſt wheate caſt in a cankred ground, 
Dies ere it ſprout, and neuer yeclds increaſe : k 
Goed helcſome meat,when body is vnſound, 
Doth cloy the Romacke,and the man diſeaſe: 
So, if the hornes be grafted in his heed, 
Which is with fury and impatience led, 
Noching but (coffe & mocks they doimporune, . 
Thogh otherwiſe the ſcutchious of good m—_ 
is 
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This is the ſcope and meaning of the place 
That ancient Poets of AZ7on faine. : 


Which tooke the hotnes with griefe & ſuch diſgrace, 


T hat of his dogged paſſions he was ſlane. 
For this the ſtory plainely ſhewes it part, 
His dogs did teare him in the ſbape of Hart : 
And this to all mad Cuckolds be the end, 


yore V'Vhicb grudge at that they neuer can amend. 


Here can I not with Glence over-paſſe, 
VVithout great preiudice ynto the Horne, 
To tell how patient once a Painter was, 
(As kind a Cuckold as was cuer borne) 
And fince it is a matter of ſome worth, 
Meet to be drawne in golden colours forth, 
After my ſimple skill it thall be painted, 
Though hy the Pencill I am net acquainted. 
This cunning Painter was but newly wed, 
Living i pleaſure with his wanton wife; 
When Fortune ayming for to torne his kead, 
(As Fortune (till d:Rurbecs the quiet hife )- 
Gaue him occaſions by an cnuious chance, 
That he by Sea muſt trauell into France, 
The night before his iourney he d1d rake, 
T hus to his wife in bed the Painter ſpake. 
Sweet wife( quoth he)thou know'ſt I loue thee dear= 
And much I grieue to leaue thee thus alone, (ly, 
I feare my abſence it will couch thee neerely, 
And my departure cauſe thee ſigh and mone.; 
But be contemt(my deare)I will not ſt:y, 
Aboue a moneth at molt trom thee av ay, 
*Tis but « liccle while(my pretty $weet) 
; Shortly I hope againe we cwo ſhall meer, A 
, et 
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Yet in remembranceti]! I come againe, 
| And that ip heart with thee at home I am, - 
race, Let meentreat thee (if it beno paine) 
That on thy belly I may paint a Lambe ; 
Not that thy truth of honefty 1 feare. 
For thou art too too honeſt I dare ſweare; 
Pit that ut be a figne before thy eyes, 
Both when thou go'ſt to bed, and doft ariſe. 
And that when (till thou look'fi ypon this geere, 
And on the little Lambe goſt caſt a glance, 
Thou maiſt remember who did paint him there, 
And ſend a hgh vnto the coaſt of France, 
And thinke thy husband willno lopger ſtay, 
Then his affaires be patt jf winds obey ; 
And with theſe words he kiſt her,and ſo Raid, 
: When ſhe againe this ready anſwere made. 
Husband(quoth (he) and then the woman wepr, 
, And figh'd and fob'd, as though ſhe had beev ficklys 
Deere husband,your great kindneſſeT accept; 
And fore lament, we thus mult part ſo quickly. 
Yet never thinke that ] ſhould you forger, 
Thogh your affaires a tweluemonth ſhold you let 
. But if to paint a Lambe will breed your caſe, 
Paint on my belly euen while you pleaſe. 
Ar- The good plaine dealing man was pled of this, 
ly, He tooke his Pencill,and to worke he were, 
And on her belly did he paipt (ywis) 
A pretty litcle Lambe incontinent. 
Bu ſince the winde for no mans cauſe doth fiay, 
He 1s imbarkt for France,and gone away: 
Putty ic were to tell the _ and mone 
His wife made for him, being left alone, | 
for Be. 


92 Paſquils Night-cap; 
Bchold how croflc ſometimes our fortune playes, 
The Painter his affaices did hap fo ill, 
That new are almoſt patt thrice thirty dayes, 
And yet he is conftrain'd to tarry (Hll : 
So chat before his bufinefſe was ended, 
Three quarters of a yeare were quite expended: 
And fince in France fo long the Painter tarries, 
Marke how his wife her ſelfe in England carries. 
A moneth ſhe tooke his abſence paffing ſad ; 
But when he came not at thrappointed day, 
She entertaines another lufty lad, 
For to maintaine the ſport,and hold her play : 
W hich in all points did pleaſe herlutt fo right, 
That he was welcome to her every night ; 
Nor much ſhe cared, but in outward ſhow. 
Whether the Painter cane 2gaine or no. 
The lutty youth which was with her acquainted, 
And kept poflefion of her husbands place, 
By chance eſpied upon her belly painted 
The little Lambe,whereat he laught apace : 
But ſure he thought it wanted lome perfection, 
Becauſe of hornes there was a plaine dete&tion; 
And therefoxe when the woman was aſleepe, 
He painted two great hornes vpon the ſheepe. 
Now is the Painters buſineſle quite paſt, 
And he from France by ſea is {afely come ; 
His wife about his necke her armes doth caft, 
And kiſſe him oft,and bid him welcome home : 
Ah my ſweet husband (then ſhe kindly wept) 
What ſad misfortune hath ſo long thee kept? 
Againe ſhe kift him,and againe ſhe cried, 
If longer you had ftay'd,l ſhould have died. 
Hes 
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Her louing husband taking all for truth, 

(Seeing his wife to weepe for very ioy) 

KifG'd her moſt kindly, like 2 wariton youth, 

Anil ſeem'd as blithe and luſty as a boy: 

He tooke her ſtrait and ſer her on lis knee, 

Ah my ſweet wife, how does my loue?(quoth he) 
How fares my Turtl? I haue done thee wrong, 
In ftaying from thy company ſo long. 

But ſuch (ſvycet heart) was my diſaſter chance, 

Aud ſuch oceafions did my comming let, 

That I no ſooner could retutne from France, 

No harme, (thought ſhe) if you had tarried yet) 
Bur ſince (quoth he) at lalt I am come backe, 
Drike welcome to me in a pint of Sacke : 

She dranke to him, he pledg'd her; to be ſhort, 
They ſupt, and wentto bed in honeſt ſorr. 

And now the Painter *gan for toremember, 

That on the nighr befure he went from home, 

Aliuale Lambe he painced on the limber, 

Vp-bearivg out-fide of het tender wombe: 
Therefore, that he afſuredly mighe know, 
Whether his wife had faithfull beene,or no, 
Toview the Lambe he 'gan her kindly pray, 
Which he did paint before he went away. 

Husband (quoth ſhe) that you may plainly ſee 

I haue preferu'd my faith as vndefik'd, 

Behold that Lambe, and after iudge of me, 

If in your abſence I have you beguild : 

Therewith ſhe ſhew'd her belly,whereon faire 
The painted Lambe appear'd with hornes a paire: 
Whereat he ſtarted as he were af aid, 


Yer his owne picture was there truly made. 
G The 
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The woman maruclled for to behold, 
The Lambe deſcrib'd wich ſuch a geodly head : 
The man was angry, yet his peace did hold, 
And Rtaod amar'd,as though he had beene dead: 
But ſhe(as women are by nature ſhe, 
Apt to excule their follie with a lie) 
Atter that (he ſome little pauſe had made, 
Demurely to her husband thus ſhe ſaid: 
Ft quart. Well may you wonder how thiscomes to paſſe, 
— And thinke cn g___ l m_ beene vnkind; 
,., Yerif you ponder how it changed was, 
CO_ And how thc Lambe mtboned thus we find, 
farenifa, Tdoenotdoubt but you will iudge me true, 
In deec, in word,in thought, in all to you: 
For by the Sunne that ihines before my face, 
I know not when the hornes came inthis place, 
And yetthe vight before you did depart, 
And left me like a widdow heere at home, 
A little Lambe, according to your art, 
You painted(you remember) on my wombe: 
If at that preſent time it was a Lambe, 
_—_ nor Although no greater but roſucke his damme, 
wrguten'” Yetfincea twelue-morth you haue tarried hence, 
Now it mult be a ſheepe by conſequence. 
When as her husband heard this fine excuſe, 
So witrie, pleaſant, and ſo readic told, 
Though he was much aggricued at th'abuſe, 
And well perceiu'd the ſheepe was of his fold: 
(Knowing the hornes which fell ro his ſhare, 
Weac I and good neighbors fare) 
He tooke with patience what did him moleft, 
And ſmiling kindly, put it yp inicſts 
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]. oe heere (kinde Cuckolds) preſent te your view 
A worthy mirrour of true patience, 
| A rare example, meet for all the crue, 
| With whomthc horns ſhall haue preheminence: 
This is the way to win your reputation, 
And make your wives to leave their fornication! 
Theſe are the meanes a womans feet to flay, 
Which is diſpoſde to range or goe aſtray. 
Bootlefſe it is co breake a womans will, 
; Or ſecke to curbe her pleaſures by thy rage; 
For if ſhe once be giuen vnto ill, 
Brawles,ftrife,nor anger can her luſt aſſwage: 
If riuers haue their conr(e, they gently fall, 
Stop bur their paſſage,then they throw downe all: 
So if a woman be reftrain'd by force, trim atque 
© She grows more head-firong, & by nature wofſc. anime: a 
Take for example what orice Cuckold did; Crimine ſis 
" Which when he heard his wife was prone to ſfinne, 7% 
Shut not the doores vokindly, but Rrait bid 
More ſhould be madeto let her lovers im: 
That euery perſon, when the dorcs were many, 
Might come and goe away vnſeeneof any: 
nce, But when his wife did fee his diſpoſition, 
She left her wancon life and lewd condition: 
Many, before they marry feeme to boaſt +» + 
How they will dominiere when they are wed; 
For they will tie their wiues vato a poſt, - '- 
Before ſhe graft the horne vpon'their head; 
And they with watch ward wilt ſopreuenthtr, 
fare) That no cortinall (hall hauctime to enter: - 
, And maugzefortune,and in ſpite of chance, 
After the hore they will neuer dance. | 
Loe ; penny G 2 Bu* 
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Bur let them know, no policies preuaile, 

No art,no craft,no force, their fate to ſhun; 

Srrong bralen walls; Argas his cies doe faile 

Tokeep a woman, when (he lift miſ-done: 

And if ſhe once doe by his lookes eſpie, 
No faith her husband doth in her relic, 

Or diſc is tealous, and doth her miſtruſt, 
Much more ſhe is incenſed ynto luſt. 

Ia vaine thou (tand(t within a'womans way, 

When ſhe is once paſt honeſty and grace: 

For though thou watch and ward her night and day, 

And have her preſent ſtill before thy face; 

| By ſome device or other which may fall, 
Occaſion ſhe will finde to pay for all : 
And (or fit place ſhe to her pleaſures lacke) 
She will not ſticke co horne thee ar thy backs. 

Preucne an cuill (doth the Proverb ſay) 

Bur when an cu1ill comes by deſtiny, 

And cannot be auoyded any way, 

Whar profit falls by peruerſe icalouſe? 

Nothing but this; chat ſtanding Nill enthornes, 
Suſpition bids thee to beware the hornes: 
And (ſure) a horned headleſſe griefe doth finde, 
Then doth a jealous and a horned minde. 

] cannot well commend that fimple Swaine, 

Which for his hatred to the Cuckoes ſong, 

(Becauſe the —_— io a merry vaine, 

Sometimes di his Appletrces among) 
Ondemarhomens chat ſhe might ſic no more 
So necre his bouſe,as ſhe had done before: 

Bur whether neere 03 farre the Cuckoe flie, 
No Cuckold can auoid his deftiaie. 
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T maruell much, and cannot know the reaſon, 
Why euery fooliſh Peaſant and rude knave, 


| Whenas they heare the Cuckoe in the ſeaſon, 


Which intheſe quarters doth her preſence craue, 
Send out her notes ſo pleaſant and fo fhrill, 
That all erue Cuckolds they with gladnedle fill, 
Why they ſhould mock,deride,abuſe,& flour hir, 
And to the death with ſtones & cudgels clout hir. 
In my conceit, of all the fowles that flie, 
Moſt pleaſant are her notes, ſurpaſſing 3ll, 
Chaunting ſo {weet the tame ot Cuckoldry, 
That vnto men they ſeeme Angelicall, 
And fo repleate with ſugred melodie, 
As driues kind Cuckolds toan cxtaiie : 
Ah,ſweerly,ſweetly,doth the Cuckoe fing 
The Cuckolds praiſes in the pleaſant Spring. 
Familiar is her ſong, ſmooth,cahe,plaine, 


'|' Not harſh,nor hardly wreſted from her throat: 


No bird there is knowne ſooner by her Rtraine, 

In ſuch regard is growne the Cuckoes note : 
Yet is her voice fo pleaſant to the eare, 
It glads the meaneſt creature it doth heare, 
For neuer I beheld ſo ſoure a face, 
But for to heaze her ſong did |» ugh apace. 

Fond wantonizing Owud giue vs place, 

Compariſons in all things are not meer; 

"Tis not your Nightingale that can diſgrace 

The Cuckoes tunes, ſo muficall, ſo ſweer : 

4 Her warbling notes ſcarce equill ha!te the skill 
That is compa within a Cuckoes bill: 
Packe hence (poore Woodcocke) teach your bird 
The lonely Cuckee is of Birds the King. (to ſing, 
x G 3 Greatly 
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Greatly I maruel| thou would(t be fo blind, 
Being a man of wiſedome, to prefer 
Thar piping bird, ſprung from « pewling kind, | 
A femini- Before the Cuckolds merry Trumpeter: 
20 gewerts. Sinceſhecomplaines of murder, rape, and wrong, 
The Cuckolds glorie is the Cuckoes ſong: | 
Nulla poref And when ſhe choynts it in her pleaſam mood, 
a Shee makes the ſweeteſt noiſe in all the wood, 
quualers And yet (intruth) I cannot much thee blame, 
peo. If ignorance did leade thee much awrie; 
Thou wouldſt hauc writ diuinely in her fame, 
If thou hadſt kr owne a Cuckolds gignitie: 
And highly had!t thqu grac'd thy wanton vaine 
In prayſing her, that hngs thy prayſe againe: 
This, this tad been a ſudic6t tor thy pen, 
Toall thrice welcome that are married men, 
Bur fince I thinke thou bore no copd uffettion 
To honeſt Cuckolds, nor the Cuckoes long; 
Thy bpokes of Love doe m>ke a plaine dereCtion, 
Thy mind wes muchinclincd vnto wrovp: 
And thou a lewd profeſſed Cuckold-maker, 
And therefore would(t not be with her partaker: 
For itil] experierce cuicently ſheves, 
That Cuckold-makers are the Cuc koes foes. 
Famous fir Geffrey Chaxcer, you were wile, 
And worthily cſtecaied an Evgliſh Poet, 
Andlikea Scholler you could poetiſe; 
Yet once you playd the foole I let you know it: 
For inthar great aſſembly which you make, VI 
Wherein together birds did counſel! take, 
You greatly wronged this birds magnificenee 
Jn giuing her {o ſmall preheminence. 
| 7, Reaſon |, 
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Reaſon it was,ſhe ſhould before the reſt, 
Haue takep place,and order, in her ſtation; 
Both for her yoyce, which is in great requeſt, 
And alſo for the cuckolds reputation. 
But you no cuckold were it may be deemed, 
Or cuckoldsthen were not ſo much eſteemed : 
Or (ſure ) Sir Geffery, you were bectle-blind 
In te-rming haſely ſuch a bird vnkind. 
Bur $s for Ske/tow with his Lawrell Crowne, 
Whoſe ru'fling rimes are emptic quite of marrow: 
Or fond Catwllss, which ſet groflely downe 
The comnicndztion of a filly Sparrow : 
Becauſe cacir lines are void of eſtimation, 
I paſſe the m over without confutation. 
Much would the cuckoe thinke herſelfe impared, 
It ſhe with Pnilip Sparrow were compared, 
Let chirpiog Philip learne to catch a flie, 
And picke vp crums from off his Miftris finger : 
And let the Nightingales (weet harmonie 
Win her the name and title of a ſinger : 
Theſe are not all the praiſes we can bri 
To praiſe the cuckoe which attends the (pring. 
For well I may alleage in her defence 
She is a bird of wonderous patience. 
Too much it were to reckon all the wrong, 
And euery iniury doth her betide : 
No ſooner ſhe begins her louely ſong, 
Which Knaucs and Minions cannot well abide, 
But one or other Woodcocke that dothheate her, 
With threats and curfings is at hand to texre her, 
T hat ſure I thipke ſhe could not livea day, 


If ſhe did want the wit to flie away. 
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Onefoole derides and mockes her to her face, 

( As if her words did not concerne his honour ) 

Another, being angry, chafes apace, 

And with a murren bids a ſhame light on her : 
The comes a third will neither curie nor mock het, 
But ſeekes with ones &cudgels for to kneck her. 
Thus lives the Cuckoe, which offendeth no man, 
Scorn'd,perſecured,both of man and woman. 

Meane while the harmelefſe creature(pretty Fowle) 

Flies vp and downe content from tree to tree ; 

Gently with patience ſhe abides controll, 

For never was ſhe angry I could ſce : 
But till wich nth and great modeſtie 


Well ſhe diſgeſts their inciuilitie ; 
And not a word ſhe gives them vndiſcreetly, 
But onely Cuckoe, which ſhe ſings moſt ſweetly. 


As in her] ge if you marke her well, 
Thus to the bubie fooles the bird did ſpeake : 
Cuckolds(quoth ſhe) whoſe conſcience is your hell, 
And thinke on me your malice for to wreake ; 
You that doe take the Horne in ſuch diſgrace, 
Grieving to have it grafted on your face, 
Coment your ſclues, your fortunes are not dainty, 
The Cuckoe faith, that Cuckolds there are plenty. 
Then frolicke, Sirs, this fragrant time of yeare, 
Palc icalouſfie was neuer yoid of wor, 
$orrow is more increſt by needleſle feare, 
Hearr-frerti ng careto health was euer foe: 
Your Srates, the Cuckoe tels you,arc tio worſe 
Than many thouſands, which nor brawle nor curſe 
Many do bu great bookes, know ſcarce aletter, 
Many arc learned which are nere the better. 


Many 
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Many are Cuckolds,which ſuppoſe they are notz Three de. 
Some are No Cuckolds which thinke they are none; | of 
Wiſe be the Cuckolds which both be and carenot; Cuckalds. 
Fond is the man which is not, will be one : dd 

But one ornot one, ſti! 1 aa1 your friend, 

You either are, or may bein the end, ' 

I fing your prayſcs toexpell your ſorrow, 

And thus the Cuckoe bids you all MOITOW. 
Ah ſweet 4.d pleaſant bird, how Iadmi 
Thn ynregarded vertue of thy kind! 
How neere thy meete behauiour doth aſpire 
Ynto the patience of the Cuckolds wind! 

Cerces1t is a glorious thing to ſee = 

The Cuckoe thus with Cuckolds to apree, 

And well deſerues ſome worthy Poers Pery 

That birds can leatne the qualities of men. 
Anger the Rauen, he will flye about, ' 
' As though his meaning were to ſeize ypon thee; 


The Gooſe will .avd the Cocke ery our, 

And cuery oe fc hawerpoathe ; 
Annoy the Larke and he will tahg che wing, _ 
Trouble the Nightingale, ſhe leaves co fing ; | 
Onely the Cuckoe, which furmounes them all, 
She ftill chaunes Cackoe, wharſoere befal 

No hurt ſhe meanes to any liuing oy : 

And therefore deemes no creature will her harme : 

For when her little egges the forth «oth bring, 

Within anothers neaft ſhe layes them warme, 
Suppoſing that kind bird will loue them deare, 
As Cucke - dot, which no deceit doe feare, 
Suffering their wiues to keepe good company, 
Thinking that men will vſe re honelly, 
ci 
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Neither doe I efteeme her as a Sinner, 
(Ajthough Pyrbwgora reproue the fault, 
Which never eate an egge vnto his dinner, 
But onely fed ypon arocte and ſalt ) 
Becauſe ſhe flyes into anothers neſt, 
And ſuckes the egges which there ſhe liketh beſt, 
Nor doth (he more deſerve and merit blame, 
Than honeſt men, which daily cat the ſame. 
Rather I deeme her worthy commendation, 
(If tothe Cuckoe her deſert we giue) 
Since ſhe deuoures and ſuckes their procreation, 
That cat the corne whereby mankind ſhould live. 
Herein ſhe ſhewes her ſelfe a friend to man, 
Seeking his good by all the meanes ſhe can, 
Both in applauding them which weare the horne, 
And ſucking vp their brood which eat the corne. 
Kind gemtlewemen, ye which take delight, 
A pratling Parrat in your Cage to haue, 
Becauſe ſhe prates good morrow and good night, 
Or bids a ſaw fellow walke a kave. 
And ye which keepe a Puppy or a Daw, 
To make you laugh by playing with a ſtraw, 
Ler not theſe toics be thought a womans treaſure, 
But keepe the louely Cuckoe for your pleaſure. 
Your Iack-daw cannot with her filuer bell. 
Match this ſweet bird,the miſtreſſeof the Spring; 
And truſt me truly,ſhe doth farre excell 
Your Puppy and your Parrat jneach thing, 
The Parrat prates as ſhe is taught by rote, 0 
This bird by nature hath a merry note. 
And all her ſorgs, inlieu of fauours ſhowne, 
Shall tell your husbands glory,or your owne, 
Thrice 
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Thrice famous Dewd Lindſey of the North, 
Thou had(t great conference witha Popinga 
Whicherſt did tell thee many things of worth, 
As they in print are extant at this day ; 
Yet greater matters might thy pen have painted: 
If with the Cuckoe thou hadſt beene acquainted: 
For deeper myReries doth ſhe bewray, 
Than ever was reucal'd by Popingay, 
No bird ,nor any creature hath the grace, 
(Though they un other qualities excell ) 
W hich can ſotruly to a mans owneface 
In good plaine tearmes his proper title tell, 
No ſooner ſhe a married man eſpies, 
But in her language Cuckoe ſtraight (he cries : 
Which her a Prophet makes meto ſuppoſe, . 
Since ſecret faults ſoopenly ſhe ſhewes, 
If ſhe farre off a company deſcry, 
Orby the noyle their comming vnderltand, 
Cuckoe ſhe doubles moſt melodioyfly, 
As if ſhe ſaid, More cuckolds are at hand: 
And (though ſhe never ſee then) (he cangell, 


Both what the perſons are, and wheze they dwell; 


Cuckolds they are,if = theirngemes require, 

| And where they dwell? forſooth io cuckoldſhice. 

This is the cauſe, I tbinke,that lealoufic 

Repines ts heare the cuckoe (ing fo faire: 

For he, conſum'd with fooliſh phreneſie, 

With raging madnefſe,griefe,and freuing care, 
KickSMle F) Iade,whecn he heare 
That name repeated which he needs muſt beere, 
And with impatience brookes her gracious call, 
Which tels kim truly what will after fall. 
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Another ſort there are, which cannot well 

Abide to heare the Cuckoe for their liues, 

Burt doe deteſt her as a Fiend of Hell - 

And theſe are woemen,miniens,ynchaſt wiues, 
Which are aſhamed for to haue diſplaid, 
How thir kind hus bids they have cuckolds made: 
Or they are baftards, which ſcarce loue to heare 


Their mothers faults, and who their fathers were. 


But for the Yeomen of the horned crowd, 
Me thinkes their ioy and comfort is not ſmall, 
Toheare the Cuckoe carroll out ſo lowd 
The wondrous glory doth their Rates befall, 

And ſo harmoniouſly their praiſes ſig, 

That Woods and Foreſts with their ecchoes ring: 

Doubtlefle a Cuckold is a gallant name, 

When birds chant Hymnes in honor of the ſame. 
And ſuchin aneient times hath beene the praiſe, 
And cftimation of this worthy State, 

(Though mucn it be diſgraced in theſe dayes, 
And fore abuſ*d of each ſcoring mate) 

That Kings & Emperours haue thought no ſcorn, 

For arms to beare the beaſt which weare the born, 

And crowns & ſcepters,throns & great domini6s. 

Are not more rich than hornes in ſornes opinions. 
Let famous Greece be witncfle of this thing, 
Where horned heads were wont to beare ſuch ſway, 
That ſeldome any came to be their King, 
Burt fill be prou'd a Cuckold,as ſome ſay. 

This Menelars well could verefie, \ 

Whoſe hornes precur'd Troyes endlefſe miſcric: 

. Yer not from them aroſe that morrall ſtrife, 
But that he could not haue againe his wife. * 
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He could haue beere contert with all his heart 
To have beene Cuckold,and bave bleſt bis fortune, 


. If they his wife had ſuffered to depart, 


Whom he to have againe did much importune : 
But when he ſaw faire meapes could not obtaine 
Te was concluded, he by force ſhuld gain her; (ker, 
To mike it knewne,that ſhe was his by right, 
And ſhew himſelfe a Cuckold of great mighe. 
And not lone was hes Cuckold deemed; 
But Ag-wenmon, which was cke his brother, 
And in the w arres as chiefe commuunder ſeemed, 
Had happy fortune to be made another. 


Nor could Yy/es quite himſelfe cxile —_ 
From out this company by any wile : yrs — A 
For though Penelope was loth to marry, Woers lay 
So long without a friend ſhe could not carry, withher, 
Survey the Hiſtories of elder dayes; aud there- 
Peruſe the Chronicles of cuery Nation 3 Vi 


And thou ſhalt find that menof greateft praiſe, nn 

Wealth riches, honor,fame,and cftimation, | 
Meoſt valiam, hardy, learned grauc,and wiſe, 

Grieu'd not to be addreft in Cuckolds guile. 
And thus hath Fortune often thought it beſt, 
To make kind-heerted Cuckolds pericR teft. 

Nane cuer liu'd and haue hed berrer chance, 

Or beene inhanced yneo ftnce: 

None «f more valour, or cheuiſance, 

Or in the warres baue beene more fortunate 
Or greater and renewne have wore, 
_ kold,and the Cuckolds c_— 

As from rheſe two great monarchs we mey gather 

Grez jar. T7 his worthy Father. 
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I will not here incift my lines to cumber, 
Let it ſuffice that I haue named ewo. 
He which affajes by neme to take the number 
Of ancient Cuckolds ſhall hauc much to doe. 
If he cantell the ſands vpon the ſhore, 
Then he may count the Cuckolds all ef yore. 
This is enough to free the name from ſcore : 


Kings hauenort been aſham'd to weare the horne. 


But what ſhould I dilate of carthly Kings, 

Of worldly Monarches,and of mortall men ? 

Since Jones owne wife, (as Owid ſweetly firgs, 

And other pleafant Poers erft did open. ) 
Tune the glorious Empreſle of the $kies, 
Queene of the aire, where winds doe tyranniſc, 
Was through hcr husbands yfuall ribaldry, 
Made Lady regex vnto Cuckolury. 

Nor had the onely ſuch pos lucke, 

(Thogh ſhe in Heaueo chicefe cuckqueane was repit= 


Vulcan her ſoone was headed like a Bucke, (tel) 
And by the lufty God of Warre comued. 
And [awe himfclf{thogh ſome the truth do ſhroud 


Faining /xiox di1imbracea cloud) 
Was inthis common lot a great partaker, 
And both a Cuckold,and a Cnckold-naker. 
If then no other matter did commend, 
Or paine the glory of a Cuckeld forth ; 
T his were (me thinks) that I have pend, 
To grace his title, and approve his worth. 
That /oxe, bis wife and fiſter and cheir ſonne, 
Were ſubic ro that charice which none can ſhun, 
And yet a cuckolds dignitie is ſuch, 
"That in his praiſe I cannot ſpeake too much. 
Greatly 
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Grently ] muſe, and no occaſion find, 

Why men ſheuld mocke a cuckeld with the horne; 

A ſcoffing Peaſants(35 they come behind) 

Should with ewo fingers point at him io ſcorne ; 
Since he hath often times as good a face, 
As he that ſeckes his blemiſh and diſgrace. 
And in his forchead (thogh you marke him neace ) 
Seldome or never doe the hornes appeare. 

If one but ſtumbles as he goes X 

Or chance to ftrike his foote againft a ſtone ; 

Tis with the yulgar fort a common ſong ; 

Some cuckold there was buried long agone, 

Whoſe hoens vpſtarting irongly in this place 
Well neare had caſt the fellow on his face. 

Surely I wonder where theſe hornes ſhould be, 
W hich each one talkes of, yet could neuer ſee. 

But let vs grant, what addle heads ſuppoſe; 

i That hornes are grafted on a cuckolds brow : 

Small hurt thereby vnto a cuckold growes, 

Nor is he thcrefore like an oxe or cow, 

Or to be thought a monſter ynto nature, 
Or a mifhapen and deformed creature ; 
Bur in all paints a comely handſome man, 
And not mnlike vnto the great God, Par. 

Pax was 3 mighty Sy/nan God of yore, 

And (by tranſlation) Pw doth all containe : 

Yet on his head a paire of hornes he wore; 

Whuch ſhewes that bornes to all alike remaine. 
Why then ſhould hornes a cuckold ſo diſgi ace, 
Since that a God hath borne them on his face ? 
Certes [ blefſe bis fortune with my hear, 

Which is alke the Gods in any part. = 
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The filuer Moone.faire Cyntbia of the night, 
. The grear'ft and ſwifteſt Planet inthe ske, 
Which did in marriage never take delight, 
But as a maide kept her virginitie, 
(And therefore cavnot well be Cuckold deemed) 
Of ſuch great value hach the hornes cltcemed, 
That fil ſhe weares them,not accounted firange, 
Three or foure dayes before and after change. 
In great account our Eldcrs heretofore 
Did hold the hornes,when as they went to fight, 
The ſound whereof their ſtrength encreaſed more, 
And with freſh courage did ſupply their might. 
And when in hunting they purſ..'d their game, 
The tooke great pleaſuie tor to vie the lame: 
It cheares the dogges,it makes them come & goe; 
'Tis much in hunting, well a Horne to blow. 
And ſuch a neceſſary Inftrumenc 
Itis for hunting either Hate or Conie, 
That not a Huntſman wants their implement, 
Nor would be void of it for any monie. 
And {o much credit now attends it daily, 
That every common Crier, Pere Baily, : 
Swine-heards and braue Sow-pgelders in a pride 
Doe beare a horre low dangling by their fide. 
Matters of chiefe importance are in haſt, 
And tor more ſpced diſpatched by the horne : 
Great light a Lanthorne,made of Cnagtecd caft, 
W hich with a candle in darke night is borne, 
When little children firſt are brought co (choole, 
A Horne book is a neceflary toole : 
Nor can a Shoomaker well lacke this pine, 
A ſhooing-horaue cxcecds the $q akinoe. W 
wW 
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| What ſhould I cell the vertues of the horne; | 


V Vhich are incredible ro muddy braines? 


/ Grofle ignorance will keugh the truth ro ſcorne, 


Becauſe beyc ud his compaſle it containes: 

Rut ler him know, ſorne horns haue flich refeis, 
They can expell cach poyſon and infedtion; 

And that the ſhavings of a Hemers ftall, 

Good to preſerue are Artichokes witball. 

But of all bornes char ever | haue heard, 

None is more tamous then the Horne of Plentie, 

VVhich had fo great abundance ſtill prepar'd, 

Take while men would,yert it ws neveremprie: 
V'Vhich (not vnfitly) we may well compare . 
Vmeo the hornes betall a Cuckolds ſhare: (ſure, 
For theſe are cheſts , that hold great tore of trea= 
Theugh theſe men live at caſe, atid ſpend at ples- 

Sch »tofit and commodities ariſe, (wre, 

And ſo great gaine redoundeth trom the horne, 

Vato the Cuckold,which will blinde his eyes, 

And can with patience well endure the ſcorne, 

That many have a better living made, 

Then by the traffike of their honeſt trade: 

And ſom have toiid ſuch gertings by theſe means, 
That they haue forc'd their wiues to play the 


" Many that ſeeme ſubſtamtiall men intowne, (queans. 


Rep chrough the horn an hundred pounds by yeare, 
And many which are ſcarcely worth a croyvne, 
Thus kcepe rhemſelues with pride and lordly cheare t 
And many which in priſon have beene lad, 
Intaking of the horae their debes haue payd, 
Thac ſure Ichiuke, though other horns be daintie, 
A Cuckolds homme, it us the Horve of Plenti. 
H 
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And yet not onely doch the horne befriend, 
And yecld che CuckolJ that which is his due, 
But wondrous profit often doth it ſend 
Vnto his wife, alchough (he be vntrue. 
By this ſhe carnes great ſtore of golden crowns, * 
o buy her velvet kirtles, filken gownes: 
This makes her braue, this makes her fine & nice; 
A Cuckolds horne,it is a horne of price. 
Nay more then this, which ſome wil think a wonder, 
The Cuckolds horne- maintains the Cuckold-maker: 
For need the L1w will neucr be kent vader, 
The Vine mult fall, if that the Elme forſake her : 
_ Some women in another ficld ſuppoſe, 
net That deeper grafſc and better ——_ growes: 
enu ſemper Woantons are wilfull,& before they'l lacke (crack. 
Ins &TH46, Their pleaſures, they will maketheir purſe firwgs 
Scarce will you thinke a ſwaggering Caualiere, 
W hich hath his garters bravely fring'd with gold, 
Swimmes in his ſilks, and ſurfers with good cheare, 
And liues as pleaſan:ly as can be told: 
Onely by Cuckold-making this ſhould liue, 
And get no more but what kind wenchics giuez 
Yet many gallants I hauc heard report 
Are now maintained ater ſuch a fort. 
What ſhou!d I further amplific this matter? 
Since cuery honeſt man which weares the horne, 
Can tell for truth 1 neither mocke nor flatter, 
Though fooles may deeme I write theſe things in 
Bur what they ſay I haue in no regard, (ſcornez 
Nox doc I pafle the cenſure of a knaue: 
Vato the touchſtone of a Cuckolds wit, 
The truth fer triall euer I commit. 
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For (certs) I know they are a gener»ticn _ . 

Of wiſe, diſcreet, ſage,honeſ?, ſober meri; 

Their name its a name of eftimarion, 

; Deſerving worthily a golden pen: | 

But for the borne which fortune them hath ſent 

(Since it would prooue ſofine an omament) 

Well could I wifh, that to their greater grace, 

Each Cuckold had two hornes vpon bis face. . 

And yet (graue Patrons) let me heere intreate 

You would not ſeeme my meaning to miſtake, 

For Iproteſt, my louc to you is great, 

Deuored to you all for one mans ſake; * . ©, 
And therefore thinke not that I vſe this ſpeech, © 
Yournames.eſtate,or credit to impeach : © ..: 

Or by this wiſh deſire your heads co harme, 

For harges wil keep your heads in winter warrne- 
Bur thus the workd night know what menyouare, 
Which be che ſonnes of Fortune and of Faine: | 
Aid thus the better {ſort might haue s cars  _. 
To give your ſtate what doth belong the ſamet ., 

hus might the n1mgro which you have aſpired, 

Be both applauded, honoured, and 5d mired: 

And wen woul. wonder at the ſtrange even, 

To ſee kinde Cuckolds weare this i:nplement, 

Thus every gentle heart and patient minde, 

Which have the burns,avd, willingly do weofe them, 

Might be perceived from :.he Keſtrel! kinde- | 

Of trovy nd icafous fools which grudge to beare the; 
Thus haneſt Cuckolds might ſequeſtredbee, 
Fram, ſcoffoy Reafarys of a baſe degree: | 
Thus mjgh« your glonze be the more increaſed, 

And you wel hooded, & y_ wiyes wel hg 
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For (ſooth to ſay)needes muſt it pleaſe your wines, - 
To ſee faire hornes ypen your forchead grow, 
Sure that the whole demeanor of their lives, 
Thar they deſire the ſame, doth clearely ſhow, 
And if thcy did not wiſh you ſuch a head, 
They would not fo defile their marriage bed: 
But vſuall praQtiſe makes plaine declaration, 
both deſire and ſceke this transformation. 
If then ſuch profic hereby might ariſe, 
Both co your glorie and your wiues content : 
Seerve not ſo great a bleſſing to deſpiſe, 
Nor ſcorne the wiſhes of m imeem: 
For 'tisnot ſuch a blemiſh and diſgrace 
To haue faire hornes to grow vpon your face, 
Neither a wonder to behold this change, 
Thogh gaſing fools at firſt might thiak it ſtravge. 
For many famous men of older dayes, 
( As writers doe record,and ſtories mention) 
To their great honour andeternall praylſe, 
Without reproch,ſcoffes,mocks,or reprehenfion, 
Have had the fore-part of their comely head, 
With two faire hornes full ſeemely furniſhed. 
This may you well perceiue by horned Pan, 
Which was « mighty god in | ban of man. 
I will not heere ypon examples ſtand, 
Tocloy your minds with wonders,tales,and lies: 
Onely for proofe of what I tooke in þand 
Theſe few (te paſſe the reſt) ſhall row ſuffice 
Cope, the valiant Roman, who tooke ſcorne 
To be a King, (though choſen by the borne) 
Did by his hornes become ſo much renowned, 
That they on poſts were painted, and he crowned. 
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When luftic /owe was once a wanten louer, 

And woo'd Exrope, King A [genors daughter, 

T hat he in ſecret might his loue diſcouer, 

(Alkhegh he knew ſome fools would make a laugh- Cornas par. 
To ſeethe —_ on his kead he bare, (ter #4 qudem, 
Ot faire bright ſhining hornes a comely paire : 

And therefore Onids booke (of leafings fan 
Doth faine that /owe was turned to a Bull. Magus pere 

On ftrange and forren proofes what ſhould I Ray? . #**idagem> 

Or tell of antique marters lorg agone? Ng 

The time would faile me if I ſhould aſſay, 

To number all the perſons one by one: 

Which to their glorie and their hearts content, 
Haue on their forcheads worne this implement : 
Our preſent time for truth canteſtifie, 

It is no monſter, wonder,nor a lie, 


Puroque 


| For inthe North is ſituate a towne, 


Bounding vpon the riuer'named Aire, 

Which for the trade of clothing is well knovyne, 

And for ſtrong nappic Alc hath great repairt: 
VVhereas an honeſt man did latcly dwell, 
(A patient Cuckold, as Report doth tell) 
VVhich had a borne faſt growing by his eye, 
To ſhew that hornes belong to Cuckoldrie. 

Loe heere (cornuted Seigniors ) heere you lee, 

It is 020 wonder for to weare a horne, 

No ſhame or blemiſh yao your degree, _ 

No ftaine, diſgrace, ING ſcorne: 
But famous, tull o _ and renowne, 

As ancient Writers haue ſet truly doawne: 

'Tis but conceit, that horaes will looke ſo grimly, 

Doe but belceue, and chey will fic you cricmly, 
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And,in my iudgement, if you had them growing, 
That cach one might diſcerne them with his eye; 
Fools would not yſec their mocks and apiſh' mowing, 
Nor knaves ſo much deride your gravitie : 
For they pereciuing how the horns would grace 
The ſuperficies of yur honeſt face; 
Point with their fingers, as if that their taunting 
Did ſhew,that ſorathing fr6 your heads were wi- 
.V Vhereas if hornes were preſentto their fight, (ting. 
' What ſho!d they with their fingers need ro ſhew it? 
Since by this meanes a purblind fellow might 
Perceiue your worth.& by the horns mighc know it: 
And then woulC ſcoffing Peaſants ceaſe to prate, 
Becauſe. that others plainely ſee your ſtate : 
Then fawcy fellows which their neighbors flout, 
Wold ceaſe ro mock.their own horns pecping out- 
Thus ſhould your name be had in wondrous feare, | 
And not a man,from the greateſt to the leaſt, 
Should dare to mocke a Cuckold for his care, 
Ner once againſt the hornes to breake a ica(t; 
Nor ſeeme anothers fortine to deride, 
For feare the ſame good lucke might him betide: 
And rhus I hope your heads have vnderſtood, 
What frujt would bloſſom, if your horns did bud. 
But let vs put the caſe,as ſome ſuppoſe, 
That flcering fools for this might more deride you ; 
Nought by their miſdemeanour doe you loſe, - 
Ncither (ywis) doth greater ;hame betide you, 
Hereby your merit is the more augmented, 
" Tf you with parience hold your fcl16s contente.!; 
' Then ſcorn that childifh ſcoffe, ſhould 'make you 
The more ye fuffer,more wilbe your glcry.({ 
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Neuer caft downe your heads,nor be aſhamed, 
Though gracelefſe wits yokindly you entreat ; 


_ Your blefſed fortune cannot be defamed, 


Nor prating ſlanderous tengues your prayſe defeat: 
For though your worth and credir in the fight 
O' (c« fhing perſons be accounted light, 

Yet in the iudgement of the wiſer ſort, 
A Cuckold is a name of gend report. 

And in defence of all the Patient traine 

Here I, as Challenger, doc ready ſtand, 

Iuftſy ro proue, yphold, and to maintaine 

Againft the proudeft Champien in this land, 

That no Promotion,Calling,or Degree 
Can be free from the ſtate of Cuckoldry ; 
And that the Hornepipe is as ſweet a fit 
As cuer Fidler playd vpon his * Kir. 

What Countrey in this Vniuerſe is known, 

Which can affirme from Cuckolds it is free ? 

What Kingdome, Prouince, Zorough,Citic, Towne, 

In all the world exempt; doe we ice ? 
Which hath not more or leſſe(as Fortune pleaſe) 
The number of kind Cuckolds ſtill encreaſed, 
Or could not yeeld at onetime or another 
A horned Father or a horned Mother. 
Greatly this vitle through the world is carried, 
And ſoencreaſeth, as we heare by fame, 
Thar if it mought it would be tothe married, 
As Home is to men a common name. 
And this we ſce apparant at this day, 
For as a Riranger trauailes by the way, 
If any married perſons dog doth Rurre, 
Straight one or other calls him Cuckolds curre. 
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Truely I doe not much miſlike theſe words, 
Becauſe he is.or clſe may ve hereafter, 
Although I weuld not haue them with their boords 
Miſcall the Cuckolds dog,to make a laughter : 
Nor would I wiſh a Cuckoly goe to law 
For ſuch an idle teſt not worth a ſtraw ; 
Neithcr for this diſgrace to brawle or curſe, 
His (tate is better, and his dog no worle. 
Much is bisftate the better, as we may 
Percciue by thet which is already (aid, 
And it with patience hecan beare away 
The Apiſh mockes, which tometimes will be made t 
Befides his glory (which betore I quoted ) 
A valiaut-minded tnanihe ſhall be noted. 


* Fortioreſs * Stronger be is that holds his fury downe, 
qui /e,quam Than he which winnes a Fort, or walled Towne. 


Great is a Cuckolds honour and his fame, 
And wondrous is the glory of his fate, 
Which makes ſome perſons ſo defire the name, 
And with ſuch gre-dineſſethe horne await, 
That for becauſe none other will aread 
To mak- them cuckolds,and to arme their head, 
They arecontent, when time and place imporrune, 
To be the carvers of their owne good fortune. 
Thus Cepbelus in Athens vnperceivu'd, 
Like to a Merchant clad, bis wife did trie : 
An.| thus another man his wite deceiu'd, 
Wrn:ch did belong to Lowes kiad Familie. 
1hus on ther ows heads ſome haue graftthe horne, 
For very lanethey have to cuckolds borne; - 
Which inakes me thinke, becauſe of others wiſh, 
That cuckoes egges are ſure a dainry dith. - _ 
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Of all the rwen that ever I have knowne, 
A Cuckold doth for kindneffe beare the bell, 
W bich for his proper vſc keepes not his owne, 
' But gieues in common to his friends as well ; 
And ſo tocourteſfie he is allyed, 
What ere you aske ſhall hardly be denyed : 
That if his wife would any way beftiend you, 
He will not ſticke his very wife to fend you. 
But to his wite the world doth not containe 
A kinder man,replete with all ciuilitie : 
Doe what ſhe will, he murmures not in yaine, 
Buc giues her ſcope with all facilinie : 
Nor (though ſhe graft the horne)doth he c6plaine, 
Since he can doc as much for her againe. 
If I by nature had beene borne a woman, 
A Cuckold I would haue,or marry no man. 
In yaine it i5,and needlefle for to ſpend 
My worthleſle prayſes ona Cuckolds name : | 
Words | ſhould ſooner wart, them to commend, | 
Than make a Per1o'' fully ro their fame : 
| Or ycld them all the honour which 15 due, 
And doth of right *long to the horned crue ; 
Onely a glimpſe I give vnto their glory, | 
Notable tr'reach the height of ſuch a tory. 
| For how ſhould I a Cuckolds prayſec enchaine | 
' Within the compaſſe of my ſhallow quill, 
+ Whichall the ſpacious world doth ſcarce containe, 
{ Such ſtore of Cuckolds every corner fill : | 
And ſuch a wondrous troupe the hornpipe treads, | 
One cannot pafſe another for their heads, 
That ſhortly we ſhall haue (as Skelton iefts ), 
' A greaterſort of horned menthan beafts) | 
| | 


If 
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Tf all the Cuckolds in the world were preff, 

And ranged for the field in battaile-ray, 

So great an Army there would be addreft, 

As never was the like ſcene to this day : 
For ſuch a number would encamped lie, 
That Xerxes Hoaſt, which drank huge rivers drie; 
Nor all the Armies which have beene prepared, 


Might with this band of Cuckolds becompared. 


Caſt vp the number of the birds that flie, 

Reckon the ſands which are vpon the ſhore, 

Or tell the golden ftarres which haue the skie, 

Then maiſt thou count the Cuckolds all of yore : 
For millions of men that haue beene marricd, 
Haue vnto Cornwell without boat beene carried; 
And ſuch a crowd are of that reputation, 

They n-uer can be put in numeration. 

But though a Cuckold were a word of ſhame, 

And flander and diſgrace did ill attend it, 

(As all men know,it is a famous name, 

And many married perſons ſhould defend it) 
Yetlet noCuckold take it to the heart, 

Since both his friends and acighbours beare apart: 
It is great comfort to a Cuckolds chance, 
That many thouſands doe the horne-pipe dance. 

Then to conclude(my friends of Cuckold-ſhire) 

Ezricu® not to beare the horne vpon your creft ; 

T er 1ict the ſonne be prowder | his Sire, 


Your name is famous, and your fortune bleſt, 
Your life is void of forrow and of care, 
Your greacelt crofles arc but neighbours tare 
Epitin the face of Enuy and of Scorne, 
Thee ts no credit like the Cntkolds Horne, 


Let 


[ 


a G 


Paſquils Night-cap. 119 
Fr none ſuppoſe I weare the Home, 
Becauſe the famous Horne I praiſe ; 

Or that I am a Cuckold ſworne, 

Becauſe his worth I ſeeke to raiſe : 


No, no (poore fooles) in truth you are deceiued, - 


Into that order I was nere received. 
All are not rich that talke of gold, 
Nor Merchants, which the Burſe doe walke, 
Nor all Divines, which Pulpits hold, 
Nor ftrong, wh:ch doe of Sawpſes talke : 
Nor doe my words {o ſure my ſtate proclaime 
To be a Cuckold,though I praiſe the name. 
And yet by YVulcans head I ſweare, 
Let fleering Apes their pleaſure ſay, 
If I the richeſt Cuckold were 
That is in England at this day, 


I know not how the horns might wel contene me, 


Bur. of his Living I ſhould ſcarce repent me. 
Non lther mdrcumms oft anim:, ſed boneſta volumacz 
. Plurima mulcendss auribus apta refert. 
Accs e(/et atrox : Connma T erenutins efſet - 
Ejjent pugnaces qui fera bella canunt : 
Crede mibs, Diſtat Caſus a carmine noſtro, 
V ta verecunda ejt, Muſa iecoſa mea. 
Quid. 
Ouamobrem licet irrideat fi quis vault ; 
Flu apud me ramen vera ratio valebu, 
quam vulgs opimio, Ciccra. 


FINIS, 
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